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FOR  FIFTEEN 


Building  gay  clout 
in  California 
electoral  politics 

Roberta  Achtenberg  talks  to  GCN  about  her 
quest  to  join  the  California  state  legislature , 

San  Francisco  gay  politics ,  and  revolution 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Lesbian  lawyer 
Roberta  Achtenberg  hopes  to  become 
California’s  first  openly  gay  legislator  in 
what  promises  to  be  a  hotly  contested  June 
election  for  the  state  Assembly  seat  vacated 
by  Mayor-elect  Art  Agnos. 

Achtenberg,  directing  attorney  of  the 
Lesbian  Rights  Project  (LRP),  has  emerged 
as  the  gay  community’s  consensus  can¬ 
didate.  She  will  face  popular  liberal  John 
Burton  in  the  Democratic  primary.  Agnos’ 
16th  district  seat  opened  up  when,  on  Dec.  6, 
he  won  the  San  Francisco  mayoral  election 
by  a  landslide,  garnering  nearly  70  percent 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  vote. 

Several  community  leaders,  including  San 
Francisco  Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  Black  les¬ 
bian  activist  Pat  Norman,  AIDS  Founda¬ 
tion  Director  Tim  Wolfred  and  congres¬ 
sional  aide  Steve  Morin,  considered  entering 
the  race,  but  stepped  aside  in  favor  of 
Achtenberg.  According  to  Gwen  Craig, 
former  co-chair  of  the  Harvey  Milk 
Democratic  Club,  there  is  considerable  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  a  lesbian  candidate. 
Achtenberg  told  GCN  she  has  a  history  of 
“serving  the  community  in  a  non-partisan 
manner  without  asking  for  anything  in 
return.  My  own  beliefs  don’t  have  a  place  in 
how  we  run  LRP.  People  have  built  up  a 
trust  in  me.”  She  is  a  strong  community 
leader  who  has  not  made  enemies,  said 
Craig. 

Achtenberg,  37,  is  the  editor  of  Sexual 
Orientation  and  The  Law ,  a  700-page  book 
on  discrimination  and  AIDS  issues.  She  was 
dean  of  the  progressive  New  College  of  Law 
in  San  Francisco  before  joining  LRP. 

The  community  is  ready  to  unite  again 
after  a  series  of  difficult  political  battles, 
Achtenberg  said.  “We  have  been  battered 


lately.  I  think  there  is  unprecedented  sup¬ 
port  in  the  community  for  my  candidacy. 
This  will  not  be  a  repeat  of  the  divisive  races 
of  the  last  year.  People  are  tired  of 
fighting.” 

Achtenberg  said  she  hopes  to  have  the 
support  of  the  same  coalition  that  elected 
Agnos.  She  explained  that  although  the  San 
Francisco  establishment  sided  with  Super¬ 
visor  John  Molinari  in  the  mayoral  race, 
Agnos  was  able  to  form  a  coalition  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  progressives,  tenants, 
union  members  and  racial  minorities.  “Cer¬ 
tainly  the  young  leadership  in  the  city  is 
responding  to  the  sense  that  there  is  a  new 
power  center.  They  do  not  necessarily  have 
power  or  money  but  they  are  responding  to 
the  crying  needs  of  the  people.  The  test  for 
me  is  to  get  my  voice  heard  in  this  new 
political  order, “  Achtenberg  said. 

The  16th  district  is  considered  the  most 
liberal  in  the  state.  An  estimated  20-30  per¬ 
cent  of  its  registered  voters  are  gay  or  les¬ 
bian. 

Gay  and  lesbian  candidates  still  must  fight 
the  image  that  they  are  “single-issue”  can¬ 
didates,  Achtenberg  said.  The  press  con¬ 
sistently  presents  her  as  “gay  activist, 
Roberta  Achtenberg,”  while  Burton  is 
presented  as  simply  “former  Congressman 
John  Burton.”  Achtenberg  said  that  she  “is 
proud  to  be  a  lesbian  but  my  candidacy  is 
much  more  than  that.”  The  powerful 
speaker  of  the  legislature,  Willie  Brown,  a 
Black  man  who  represents  the  17th  District 
in  San  Francisco,  recently  said  that  the  gay 
community  lacked  more  than  single-issue 
candidates.  Brown  has  endorsed  Burton  for 
the  seat.  “Willie  Brown  should  be  ashamed 
of  himself.  He  is  basically  promoting  a  pre¬ 
judice  that  he  is  fully  aware  already  exists,” 
Achtenberg  said. 

Although  Burton  is  the  Democratic 
establishment’s  candidate,  his  supporters 
are  “reluctant  at  best,”  said  Achtenberg. 

‘7  mil  start  out  —  as  a 
woman  and  a  lesbian  — 
with  a  lack  of  credibility. 
People  will  condier  me  an 
‘ abomination .  ’  But  they  will 
get  over  it.  ” 

She  explained  voters  want  energy  focused 
on  solving  the  problems  of  San  Francisco 
from  new  perspectives  and  hard  work,  and 
that  many  consider  Burton  a  “has-been”  in 
San  Francisco  politics. 

Burton  resigned  from  his  second  term  in 
Congress  to  enter  a  drug  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
gram  for  cocaine  addictioi  Achtenberg 
stressed  that  Burton’s  drug  use  would  not  be 

Continued  on  page  3 


Lesbian  activist  confronts  State  House  cop 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  “It’s  the  hottest  thing  since 
Washington!”  exclaimed  participants  again 
and  again  during  a  demonstration  of 
outrage  and  civil  disobedience  at  the 
Massachusetts  State  House  on  January  4. 
Responding  with  fury  over  the  Senate’s 
failure  to  pass  the  state’s  gay  rights  bill, 
about  400  lesbians,  gay  men  and  supporters, 
organized  through  MASS  ACT  OUT, 
flooded  the  formal  State  House  halls  and 
disrupted  proceedings  for  several  hours.  14 
people,  including  eight  who  handcuffed 
themselves  to  chairs  in  the  Senate  viewing 
gallery,  were  arrested  for  trespassing  in  a 
planned  act  of  nonviolent  civil  disobedience 
that  ignited  the  late  afternoon  demo. 

A  stepped  up  entourage  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment  authorities  responded  varyingly  with 
smugness,  silence,  hostility  and  outright 
violence.  Many  of  the  Capitol  Police  of¬ 
ficers  making  arrests  were  wearing  gloves 
but  not  badges,  justifying  their  anonymity 
on  the  “near-riot”  conditions  that  could 
result  in  badges  being  used  as  weapons.  In 
full  view  of  many  news  cameras,  State 
House  officers  pushed  and  slapped  pro¬ 
testers  causing  at  least  one  bloodied  lip  and  a 
bruised  ankle.  A  video  repeated  several 
times  on  Boston  newscasts  clearly  showed  a 
court  officer  stomping  on  the  abdomen  of  a 
protester  as  he  was  dragged  out  in  arrest. 

Some  protesters  are  considering  suing 
State  House  court  officers  for  using  un¬ 
necessary  force,  according  to  their  legal 
representative  Katherine  Triantafillou.  Also 
under  consideration  is  possible  legal  action 
against  Senate  President  William  Bulger 
(D-South  Boston)  for  allegedly  violating  the 
civil  rights  of  protesters  by  allowing  court 
officers  to  continue  violent  acts,  since  he 
and  everyone  in  the  Senate  had  a  full  view  of 
the  proceedings. 

All  of  the  arrested  protesters  were 
transported  to  the  Old  Colony  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  station  in  Dorchester 
the  evening  of  Jan.  4.  Nine  of  them  were 
released  that  night  on  $15  bail,  while  five 
women  who  refused  to  cooperate  with  the 
booking  procedures  were  held  overnight  in 
the  Suffolk  County  Jail.  Lesbian  activist 
Jean  McCray  explained  that  one  reason  she 
chose  to  stay  jailed  was  to  express  solidarity 
with  other  oppressed  people  who  would 
have  less  privilege  than  she  in  a  similar  arrest 
situation,  i.e.  people  who  were  not  white, 


middle-class  and  employed. 

McCray  and  the  other  women  were  releas¬ 
ed  the  following  morning.  At  the  arraign¬ 
ment  that  same  day  at  Boston  Municipal 
Court,  all  14  pleaded  not  guilty  to  trespass¬ 
ing  charges  and  were  released  on  their  per¬ 
sonal  recognizance.  The  next  court  date  has 
been  set  for  Feb.  18.  Triantafillou  said  that 
various  strategies  are  being  discussed  for 
arguing  the  cases. 

A  fiery  rally  in  support  of  lesbian/gay 
rights  continued  inside  the  State  House  after 
the  arrests,  while  senators  and  other  govern¬ 
ment  workers  lingered  by  watchfully. 
Several  community  spokespeople  shared  a 
megaphone  to  loudly  lambaste  homophobia 
and  the  sluggish  legislative  process  that  has 
stymied  a  Mass,  gay  rights  bill  for  15  years. 
Drawing  the  rowdiest  applause,  Boston  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  praised  the  pro¬ 
testers  for  continuing  the  legacy  of  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  by  demonstrating  for  civil 
rights. 

“I’m  proud  to  be  with  you  today,”  Scon¬ 
dras  said.  “We  have  always  taken  care  of 
straight  society  and  we  demand  the  respect 
we  deserve...  There’s  no  question  that  the 
struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights  is  for  the 
children  —  for  freeing  children  from  the 
kinds  of  people  that  teach  them  to  hate 
themselves  and  others  because  of  their  sex¬ 
uality. 

“How  dare  you  discriminate  against 
us?”  thundered  Scondras.  He  proceeded  to 
engage  in  a  fist-shaking  verbal  confronta¬ 
tion  with  former  House  Speaker  Thomas 
McGee  (D-Lynn)  who  leaned  over  a  balcony 
rail  screaming,  “Gay  rights  never!”  McGee 
had  filed  legislation  earlier  this  year  propos¬ 
ing  an  investigation  of  funding  for  an  ex¬ 
plicit  safer  sex  brochure  distributed  by  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Also  commanding  the  attention  of 
demonstrators  for  a  brief  speech  was  Arline 
Isaacson,  co-chair  of  the  Mass.  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  who  has  lobbied 
extensively  inside  the  State  House  for 
passage  of  the  gay  rights  bill.  Isaacson  first 
drew  some  boos  and  hisses,  apparently  in 
response  to  her  earlier  public  statements 
criticizing  direct  political  activism,  but  she 
soon  swayed  much  of  the  crowd  with  stormy 
rhetoric. 

“I  told  the  senators,”  Isaacson  shouted. 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Martina  is  like  a  father  to  my  grandsons. 
It’s  absolutely  fantastic  the  way  she  plays 
football  and  basketball  with  them.” 

—  Frances  Hill,  discussing  her 
daughter’s  lover,  Martina  Navratilova,  as 
quoted  in  Australia’s  Outrage  magazine. 


AZT  price  lowered 

GREENVILLE,  NC  —  Burroughs 
Wellcome  has  cut  by  20  percent  the  price  of 
AZT,  which  is  the  only  AIDS  treatment  cur¬ 
rently  licensed  by  the  FDA.  The  drug  pre¬ 
viously  cost  up  to  $10,000  a  year. 

The  company  has  justified  the  high  cost 
by  citing  its  own  substantial  development 
and  production  costs.  According  to  the  New 
York  Times,  Burroughs  Wellcome  now 
reports  that  it  will  be  able  to  produce  more 
of  the  drug  at  less  cost,  and  that  the  savings 
will  be  passed  on  to  people  with  AIDS  tak¬ 
ing  the  drug. 

The  price  reduction  was  announced  two 
days  before  a  scheduled  meeting  to  discuss 
AZT  prices  with  the  New  York  State  Con¬ 
sumer  Board  and  Assemblyman  Gerrold 
Nadler  (D-Manhattan).  The  company  has 
previously  refused  to  discuss  the  price  of 
AZT.  After  company  officials  failed  to  at¬ 
tend  an  October  hearing,  Nadler,  who  is 
chair  of  the  assembly’s  consumer  affairs 
committee,  warned  that  if  they  failed  to 
justify  the  price  he  would  issue  a  subpoena 
to  gain  the  information. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

S.F.  meeting 
ponders  the  future 
of  lesbian  political 
action 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Six  hundred  Bay 
Area  women  gathered  in  November  for  the 
first  Lesbian  Political  Action  Conference, 
organized  by  the  group  Lesbian  Agenda  for 
Action.  For  two  days  the  women  discussed 
lesbian  political  priorities,  relationships 
among  different  forms  of  discrimination, 
and  ways  to  ensure  that  lesbian  concerns  are 
reflected  in  public  policy  and  social  change 
activism. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter, 
many  of  the  speakers  linked  homophobia 
with  other  forms  of  oppression.  Donna  Hit¬ 
chens  explained:  “We  know  [discrimina¬ 
tion]  is  about  some  group  of  people  needing 
to  feel  superior,  and  needing  to  see  others  as 
inferiors.  We  know  it’s  about  some  group  of 
people  needing  to  stay  in  power,  economic 
and  personal  power.  We  know  it’s  about 
stereotypes.”  Pat  Norman  cited  “racism, 
sexism,  classism,  and  lesbophobia”  as 
“issues  that  have  to  be  dealt  with  until  they 
are  dead.” 

Speakers  also  addressed  what  Norman 
called  the  “internal  obstacles”  to  change: 
“Here  in  a  community  that  demands  equali¬ 
ty  and  an  end  to  intolerance,  we  can,  at 
times,  be  hardest  on  each  other.”  Charlotte 
Bunch  addressed  the  issue  of  leadership:  “If 
you  want  our  movement  to  move  forward 
politically,  we  have  to  look  much  more  posi¬ 
tively  and  affirmatively  at  all  the  organizers. 

I  hope  that  we  will  leave  the  anti-leadership 
era  of  this  movement  behind.” 

Lesbian  Agenda  for  Action  will  assemble 
reports  on  the  two-day  conference  and  will 
hold  a  general  meeting  on  Jan.  13.  For  in¬ 
formation  about  the  group’s  future  activi¬ 
ties,  call  (415)  552-5677. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Jackson  campaign 
adds  les/gay  desk 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Democratic 
presidential  hopeful  Jesse  Jackson  has 
established  a  Gay/Lesbian  Desk  at  his  na¬ 
tional  campaign  office  here  to  advise  him  on 
lesbian  and  gay  issues.  Activist  Randy  Miller 
has  been  hired  to  head  the  Desk  and  will 
consult  with  a  lesbian  and  gay  steering  com¬ 
mittee.  Some  committee  members  are  Andy 
Humm  of  New  York,  Pat  Norman  of  San 
Francisco  and  Lee  Bush,  staff  coordinator 
of  the  March  on  Washington. 

Miller  said  his  job  will  include  nation¬ 
wide  travel  to  drum  up  support  for  Jackson 


within  the  Iesbian/gay  community.  Miller 
told  an  assembly  at  the  Conference  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Elected  and  Appointed  Offic¬ 
ials  held  in  Minneapolis  in  November  that 
Jackson  is  preparing  a  position  paper  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  issues.  According  to  Miller, 
Jackson  advocates  a  presidential  order  ban¬ 
ning  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  federal  and  military  employ¬ 
ment,  and  is  also  a  proponent  of  the  les- 
bian/gay  anti-discrimination  bill  now  be¬ 
fore  the  U.S.  Congress.  Miller  said  the  posi¬ 
tion  paper  will  also  support  coordinated 
federal  AIDS  education  and  treatment  pro¬ 
grams  that  protect  civil  rights.  It  will  also  ad¬ 
vocate  privacy  rights  as  well  as  reproductive 
and  domestic  partnership  rights  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

U.S.  to  send 
delegation  to 
Nicaraguan  poetry 
festival 

DARIO,  NICARAGUA  —  Poets  Sonia 
Sanchez  and  Margaret  Randall  will  be 
among  members  of  the  U.S.  delegation  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  annual  Ruben  Dario  Poetry 
Festival  held  in  Nicaragua  beginning  Jan. 
18.  The  festival,  a  three-week  celebration 
consisting  of  poetry  readings,  lectures  and 
performances,  is  named  for  the  Nicaraguan 
Dario,  a  world-reknowned  poet  who  lived  at 
the  turn  of  the  century. 

The  festival  will  take  place  in  the  town  of 
Dario,  located  50  miles  from  the  capital  city 
of  Managua.  The  U.S.  delegation  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Nicaraguan  Cultural  Alliance 
in  cooperation  with  the  Sandinista  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Cultural  Workers  (ASTC).  In  addi-. 
tion  to  participation  in  the  festival,  the  U.S. 
contingent  will  visit  sites  that  “contribute  to 
an  understanding  of  Nicaragua  and  the  ad¬ 
vances  it  has  made  despite  the  contra  war,” 
according  to  ASTC  organizers. 

For  further  information  contact  Sue 
Goodwin  at  (202)  234-9382  or  Brian  Karl 
Lathrop  at  (215)  963-0503. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Texas  AIDS  funding 
begins 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  For  the  first  time,  Texas 
has  earmarked  state  fund|  to  combat  AIDS, 
according  to  the  Montrose  Voice.  Health  of¬ 
ficials  announced  last  month  that  $1.5 
million  in  grants  has  been  allocated  for 
AIDS  education  and  to  assist  local  service 
organizations  in  caring  for  people  with 
AIDS. 

State  Health  Commissioner  Robert  Bern¬ 
stein  announced  that  the  department  receiv¬ 
ed  135  applications  requesting  more  than  $7 
million  in  assistance.  Selection  of  grantees 
was  based,  he  said,  “on  the  way  the  appli¬ 
cant  dealt  with  problems  and  whether  we 
thought  they  were  competent  to  accom¬ 
plish  those  things.” 

Bureau  of  AIDS  Control  Chief  C.E. 
Alexander  added,  “We  have  made  every 
effort  to  distribute  these  funds  as  broadly  as 
possible,  especially  in  the  areas  of  the  state 
where  few  services  exist.” 

The  largest  awards  of  about  $109,900 
each  went  to  the  AIDS  Foundation  Houston 
and  AIDS  Services  of  Austin.  The  grants 
will  be  distributed  this  month  and  are 
renewable  after  one  year. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

LA  bars  closed  in 
crackdown 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Tensions  between  the 
police  and  fire  departments  and  the  gay 
community  flared  recently  over  the  closing 
of  two  popular  bars  in  one  weekend  because 
of  occupancy-limit  violations. 

The  Advocate  reports  that  the  furor  over 
the  incidents  prompted  city  council  member 
Michael  Woo  to  call  for  a  “complete  and  in¬ 
dependent”  investigation  into  procedures 
for  responding  to  occupancy-limit  viola¬ 
tions  and  the  charges  of  harassment  and 
selective  enforcement. 

According  to  eyewitnesses,  at  least  ten 
police  patrol  cars,  two  fire  chief  cars,  and  a 
hook-and-ladder  truck  gathered  outside  the 
One  Way  bar  in  response  to  an  anonymous 


telephone  complaint.  “If  ten  police  cars 
were  deployed  to  a  single  bar  on  a  Saturday 
night  to  enforce  an  occupancy-limit  viola¬ 
tion,”  says  Woo,  “it  raises  serious  questions 
as  to  whether  our  police  officers  are  best  be¬ 
ing  utilized.” 

Police  estimate  that  there  were  286  people 
in  the  One  Way,  which  has  an  occupancy 
limit  of  90. 

Officials  deny  the  charges  of  selective  en¬ 
forcement  and  harassment.  “There  were  a 
lot  of  similar  checks  going  on  in  the  city  that 
night,”  explained  Police  Department  Com¬ 
munity  Relations  Coordinator  Mark 
Kroeker.  “We  didn’t  focus  on  gay  bars, 
although  it  may  have  looked  like  that 
because  of  all  the  attention  it  got.”  Fire 
Department  spokesperson  Dean  Cathey  said 
“We  are  enforcing  the  fire  codes. ..in  an 
equitable  manner....  The  owners  of  the 
Detour  and  the  One  Way  are  not  doing  their 
best  to  insure  that  their  patrons  are  safe.” 

Eric  Rofes,  executive  director  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Center  and  a  patron  of  One  Way  the  night  it 
was  closed,  agrees  that  the  occupancy  laws 
should  be  enforced  for  the  sake  of  patrons’ 
safety.  “But  we’re  saying  there  needs  to  be 
fair  and  equitable  treatment  of  gay  business 
establishments,  and  I  for  one  don’t  think 
that  is  happening.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Twin  Cities  BWMT 
disbands 

TWIN  CITIES,  MN  —  Black  and  White 
Men  Together/Twin  Cities  has  announced 
that  it  is  disbanding.  Equal  Time  reports 
that  the  group’s  assets  will  be  given  to  the 
Coalition  for  People  of  Color/AIDS. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Lesbian  cop 
reinstated 

EL  PASO,  TX  —  More  than  a  year  after 
being  fired  for  dancing  with  and  kissing 
another  woman,  Patricia  Minton  has 
regained  her  job  as  a  police  officer.  Ar¬ 
bitrator  Roberto  Albertorio  ruled  that  her 
actions  were  “unbecoming  a  police  officer” 
but  that  dismissal  was  an  unreasonable 
response. 

Minton  was  fired  in  September  1986  after 
a  six-month  internal  investigation  was  laun¬ 
ched  when  an  undercover  police  officer 
observed  Minton  with  her  date  in  a 
nightclub.  Albertorio  reduced  the  sanctions 
against  Minton  to  45  days’  suspension 
without  pay,  saying  that  “heavy  petting, 
embracing,  kissing  and  otherwise  expressing 
sexual  affection  is  conduct  which  arguably 
undermines  the  integrity  of  the  police 
department.”  Minton  will  receive  10.5  mon¬ 
ths’  back  pay. 

The  Advocate  quoted  Minton’s  attorney, 
Bill  Ellis,  as  saying  “This  is  not  a  gay  rights 
opinion.,..  It  is  an  opinion  that  does  not 
permit  the  imposition  of  double  moral  stan¬ 
dards,  and  it  holds  all  officers  to  the  same 
amorous  contact  in  public.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Screening  at  The 
Citadel 

CHARLESTON,  SC  —  Applicants  to 
The  Citadel  military  school  must  be  tested 
for  HIV,  according  to  Our  Times.  Ap¬ 
plicants  who  test  positive  will  be  denied  ad¬ 
mission,  and  currently  enrolled  cadets  who 
test  positive  will  be  kicked  out. 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Franz,  the  college’s  physi¬ 
cian,  was  quoted  in  Our  Times  as  saying 
“It’s  (the  incidence  of  AIDS  at  The  Citadel) 
likely  to  stay  very  low  because  of  the  nature 
of  the  students.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Iowa  cops  don’t 
need  homophobia 
workshops 

DUBUQUE,  IA  —  Police  will  not  attend 
workshops  in  sensitivity  towards  gay  men 
and  lesbians  because  such  training  would 
promote  homosexuality,  the  police  chief  an¬ 
nounced  last  month. 

Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  proposed 


the  homophobia  workshops  after  a  Septem¬ 
ber  rally  during  which  they  felt  the  police  did 
not  provide  adequate  protection  from 
homophobic  spectators  who  were  throwing 
eggs. 

“We  already  train  our  officers  extensively 
in  treating  people  with  courtesy  and  dignity, 
regardless  of  color,  creed  or  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,”  Chief  John  Mauss  told  the  Des 
Moines  Register.  “I  didn’t  see  anything  in 
this  program  that  would  enhance  that.”  He 
added  that  he  believed  the  training  would  re¬ 
quire  acceptance  of  homosexuality. 

Mauss  also  objected  that  the  two-hour 
session  would  cost  the  department  $3000  in 
wages.  When  Ginny  Lynns  pointed  out  that 
officers  attend  paid  training  sessions  on  race 
relations,  Mauss  argued  that  the  two  areas 
are  completely  different.  “A  person  is  Black 
and  that  is  what  a  person  is.  We  don’t  give 
sensitivity  training  in  terms  of  heterosexuali¬ 
ty.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

No  more  long 
distance 
phone  sex? 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  An  amendment 
which  would  prohibit  sex-oriented  messages 
over  interstate  976  telephone  lines  was  pass¬ 
ed  by  the  U.S.  Senate  in  a  98-0  vote.  The 
amendment,  which  was  attached  to  a  com¬ 
prehensive  education  bill,  was  introduced  by 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC). 

According  to  The  News,  all  the  providers 
of  976  sex-oriented  services  contacted  by  the 
paper  refused  to  comment  on  the  amend¬ 
ment.  A  spokesperson  for  Pacific  Bell, 
however,  was  quoted  as  saying  “The  com¬ 
pany  is  in  favor  of  laws  or  legislation  that 
would  keep  pornography  out  of  the  976 
system.”  The  phone  company  is  required  to 
be  content-neutral  in  providing  service  to 
customers. 

If  the  amendment  is  passed  by  the  House, 
it  would  only  affect  interstate,  not  in¬ 
trastate,  phone  lines. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

“We  will  be  back” 

FRESNO,  CA  —  An  information  booth 
operated  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Student 
Alliance  at  California  State  University  was 
set  ablaze  last  month.  “We  lost  the  booth 
and  a  lot  of  AIDS  literature,”  said  faculty 
advisor  Sari  Dworkin.  “There  was  nothing 
to  be  saved.” 

According  to  the  Advocate,  the 
30-member  student  group  has  encountered  a 
lot  of  resistance  since  it  formed  last  year. 
Said  Dworkin,  ‘  ‘There  have  been  a  lot  of  let¬ 
ters  in  the  college  newspaper  about  how  we 
should  not  be  on  campus,  how  we  didn’t 
have  the  right  to  exist,  and  [how]  we  are  the 
purveyors  of  AIDS.” 

Despite  the  clear  evidence  of  arson,  group 
members  claim  they  will  not  be  intimidated 
from  returning  to  the  free  speech  area  on  the 
campus  quad.  “We  have  a  right  to  exist  on 
this  campus,”  Dworkin  emphasized. 
“Right  now  we  have  a  small  bridge  table 
that  we  are  keeping  up,  and  we  have  our 
signs  out.  We  will  be  back.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Kemp  takes 
homophobic  stand 
on  TV 

NEW  YORK  —  U.S.  Rep.  Jack  Kemp 
(R-NY)  has  spoken  out  in  opposition  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  employment  rights,  according 
to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News.  Kemp,  a  con¬ 
tender  for  the  GOP  presidential  nomina¬ 
tion,  reportedly  told  interviewer  David 
Frost  that  school  boards  should  have  the 
right  to  fire  homosexual  teachers  and  staff. 

PGN  reported  that  Kemp  said,  “I  would 
suggest  that  we  want  all  Americans  to  enjoy 
civil  liberties  and  the  right  to  privacy,  but  we 
have  to  at  the  same  time  recognize  that  there 
have  to  be  public  standards.  I  think  a  school 
board  should  have  the  right  to  choose  what 
type  of  example  we  have  for  our  children  in 
public  schools.” 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 
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AIDS,  art  and  obits 

A  look  at  the  personal  and  cultural  politics  of 
obituaries  and  loss  in  the  gay  male  community 


Travel  agency  scam? 

Some  irate  New  Englanders  who  marched  on  Washington 
are  still  demanding  refunds  from  Innovations  in  Travel  as 
accusations  of  fraud  against  the  company  surface 
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By  Michael  Bronski 

I  was  somewhat  distressed  several  months 
ago  when  I  was  told  by  a  friend  that  when 
my  name  came  up  in  a  conversation,  some¬ 
one  said,  “Oh  yes,  he’s  the  obit  writer  for 
GCN.”  1  consider  myself  a  professional 
writer,  capable  of  writing  almost  anything 
that  needs  to  be  written.  And  when  AIDS 


began  hitting  the  gay  community  harder  and 
harder  it  seemed  obvious  that  obituaries  — 
of  both  “known”  and  “unknown”  gay 
people  —  needed  to  be  written.  But  in  recent 
months  I  have  to  admit  my  sense  of  profes¬ 
sionalism  has  been  sorely  strained  by  feel¬ 
ings  of  depression  and  inadequacy.  Depres¬ 
sion  because  there  are  so  many  obits  that 
need  to  be  written;  inadequcy  because  the 
plain  writing  of  obits  was  beginning  to  seem 
not  enough.  The  litany  of  names,  birth 
dates,  death  dates,  diseases,  lovers  left, 
families  left,  what  they  did  in  their  lives, 
what  they  did  not  do,  and  perhaps  most  of 
all,  what  any  of  this  meant,  was  becoming 
unbearable  because  of  its  repetition.  After  a 
while  the  writing  became  sentiment  without 
feeling  —  an  overload  of  funeral  data  which 
repeated  death,  death,  death,  but  which  did 
not  help  me,  and  possibly  the  readers,  to  do 
anything  with  the  facts  and  what  they 
signified. 

In  the  past  three  years  I  have  become  fair¬ 
ly  obsessed  with  reading  obits.  I  turn  to 
them  first  when  I  o£en  a  paper.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  epidemic  AIDS  itself  was 
hardly  ever  mentioned  in  obits,  but  you 
could  usually  assume  the  cause  of  death  by 
the  age  or  the  occupation  and  the  ambigu¬ 
ous  statements  that  the  person  died  after  a 
“long  illness,”  or  a  “short  illness.”  Recent¬ 
ly  more  and  more  obits  admit  to  AIDS:  it  is 
a  small  comfort  of  progress.  On  a  good  day 
there  may  not  be  any.  The  worst  are  when 
you  actually  know  someone  who  has  died, 
especially  when  you  have  had  little  or  no 
warning.  This  happened  to  me  with  Gerald 
Chapman. 

Clipping  obits  from  the  New  York  Times 
or  the  Boston  Globe  has  almost  become 
rote.  They  sit  on  my  desk,  or  on  the  living 
room  couch  as  though  in  some  nether  world 


Achtenberg 

Continued  from  page  I 

an  issue  in  the  campaign  “in  light  of  the  fact 
that  lesbians  and  gays  are  often  the  victims 
of  judgments  about  their  personal  lives.” 
She  said,  however,  that  Burton’s  “motiva¬ 
tion  for  imposing  himself  on  the  race” 
would  be  an  issue. 

“I  think  we  have  to  fight  back.  AIDS  is 
the  paramount  issue  in  this  race.  \  will  pick 
up  where  Art  left  off  in  pushing  important 
AIDS  legislation.  I  will  start  out  —  as  a 
woman  and  a  lesbian  —  with  a  lack  of 
credibility.  People  will  consider  me  an 
abomination  but  they  will  get  over  it,” 
Achtenberg  said. 

Several  members  of  the  community  were 
less  optimistic  in  their  assessment  of  the 
race.  Britt,  who  has  considerable  name 
recognition,  was  discouraged  from  running 
by  several  members  of  the  community 
because  of  animosity  toward  him  created  by 
his  political  endorsement  swap  with 
Molinari.  Molinari  had  alienated  the  com¬ 
munity  by  backing  the  homeporting  of  the 
USS  Missouri,  one  of  the  Navy’s  largest 
nuclear  battleships,  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay.  The  Navy  officially  discriminates 
against  gay  and  lesbian  enlistees.  Britt  in¬ 
stead  has  declared  his  intention  to  run  for 
president  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the 
position  currently  held  by  Molinari. 

Norman,  who  has  significant  support  itj 
the  Black  community  as  well  as  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  decided  to  make  her 
third  run  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in¬ 
stead  of  aiming  for  the  Assembly.  Norman 


—  no  longer  part  of  a  newspaper  but  not  yet 
anything  else.  Most  of  the  time  I  mean  to  use 
them  to  write  obituaries  for  GCN; 
sometimes  they  just  remain  there,  to  be  filed 
away  or  just  serve  as  a  reminder  (as  if  one 
were  needed)  that  AIDS  is  a  daily  part  of 
life. 

Many  times  writing  obits  is  not  only  de¬ 
pressing,  but  distressing  as  well.  It  used  to  be 
reflexive,  almost  a  writing  exercise.  Now  it  is 
impossible  not  to  take  it  more  personally,  to 
see  larger  patterns,  to  feel  threatened  and  in¬ 
secure. 

I  also  feel  a  sense  of  loss  which,  ironically 
enough,  is  stronger  if  the  lives  I  am  reading 
about  are  not  known  to  me.  In  mourning  the 
loss  of  a  friend,  one  is  left  with  the  reson¬ 
ance  of  that  friendship.  Noting  the  death  of 
a  faceless  gay  man  with  only  a  name  and  a 
few  facts  about  his  life  on  newsprint  leaves 
me  with  a  greater  sense  of  loss  since  there  is 
nothing  to  connect  the  obituary  to  the  rest 
of  my  life. 

These  five  obits  —  lives  —  are  of  gay  men 
who  were  prominent  in  the  arts:  actors, 
dancers,  directors,  producers,  artists  and 
photographers.  I  was  only  actually  friends 
with  one  of  them,  but  looking  at  them  all 
together,  typing  out  the  list  of  names  and 
the  dates  (one  of  them  born  the  year  before  I 

Writing  this  makes  me 
realize  how  frightened  I  am 

—  not  so  much  of  AIDS  and 

death  and  all  of  their 
attending  anxieties,  but 
frightened  of  what  is  going 
to  become  of  gay  artists  in 
the  next  decade. 

was,  one  just  a  year  later)  is  a  painful  ex¬ 
perience.  The  pain  comes  not  so  much  from 
the  momento  mori  factor  —  although  that  is 
present  in  everything  gay  men  do  these  days 

—  but  from  realizing  the  sense  of  loss,  deva¬ 
stating  loss,  which  accompanies  both  the 
listing  and  the  noting  of  all  of  these  pass¬ 
ings.  The  loss  affects  both  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  and  gay  male  art  in  the  world  today. 

The  Stonewall  riots,  which  heralded  the 
advent  of  gay  liberation,  came  at  a  time 
when  many  post-war  babies  were  beginning 
to  realize  their  visions.  It  was  also  a  time 
when  U.S.  culture  was  breaking  out  of  the 
narrow  social  strictures  of  the  1950s.  The 
arts  especially  were  blooming:  off- 
Broadway,  experimental  theater,  happen¬ 
ings,  and  new  forms  of  dance  and  art  ex¬ 


cited  the  negative  political  climate  in 
Sacramento,  the  state’s  capital,  as  another 
reason  not  to  run.  She  warned  that 
Achtenberg  and  the  gay  community  have  a 
difficult  fight  ahead. 

Steve  Morin,  an  aide  to  U.S.  Rep.  Nancy 
Pelosi,  who  narrowly  defeated  Britt  for  the 
seat  last  spring,  will  run  only  if  Burton  drops 
out  of  the  race.  Morin  has  strong  ties  to  the 
city’s  Democratic  “machine,”  which  he  said 
he  believes  is  in  the  best  position  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Morin  told  GCTVthat  he  and  Pelosi 

“I  know  that  in  the  ’60s  I 
would  never  have  dreamed 
of  running  for  office.  I 
would  have  been  called  a 
traitor.  But  then  again  I  used 
to  think  a  lot  of  things  — 
that  there  would  be  a 
revolution  —  that  turned  out 
not  to  be.  ” 

will  remain  neutral  as  long  as  Burton  is  in 
the  running.  Morin  predicted  that 
Achtenberg’s  campaign  is  a  long  shot.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Morin,  Burton,  who  held  the 
16th  District’s  Assembly  seat  for  ten  years 
before  being  elected  to  Congress,  already 
has  a  strong  coalition  of  labor,  progressive 
and  minority  supporters.  “The  problem  for 
Roberta  is  that  on  the  issues  there  is  little  dif- 

Continued  on  page  10 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  A  travel  agency  that  made 
arrangements  for  thousands  of  people  in  the 
northeast  to  attend  the  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
may  have  been  set  up  by  a  con  artist.  The  In¬ 
novations  in  Travel  Corporation,  selected 
by  the  Boston  March  Committee  to 
facilitate  economical  transportation  and  ac¬ 
comodation  plans,  has  yet  to  refund  money 
promised  to  a  substantial  number  of 
customers.  Other  travellers  who  used  the 

“The  community  needs  to 
know  if  this  guy  was  a  fast- 
talking  con  artist.  ” 

agency  claim  that  Innovations  provided  bad 
services  and  reneged  on  guarantees. 
Evidence  also  suggests  that  company  direc¬ 
tor  Edward  T.  Heller  was  convicted  two 
years  ago  for  theft  and  trafficking  of  stolen 
airline  tickets. 

As  anger  and  suspicion  mount  against 
Heller  and  his  company,  some  gay  men  and 
lesbians  are  demanding  that  March  on 
Washington  organizers  acknowledge 
responsibility  for  money  lost  to  Innovations 
in  Travel.  Prior  to  the  October  March, 
advertisements  placed  in  the  lesbian/gay 
press  by  the  Boston  March  Committee  urg¬ 
ed  the  community  to  use  the  services  of  In¬ 
novations.  Some  people  also  hold  the  Na¬ 
tional  March  Committee  accountable, 
especially  given  the  recently  revealed  surplus 
of  $70,000  in  March  funds. 

Meanwhile,  the  credibility  of  Innovations 
in  Travel  continues  to  come  under  fire.  The 
company’s  letterhead  names  offices  in 
Boston,  New  York,  Los  Angeles,  St. 
Maarten  and  London,  but  the  phones  for 
the  U.S.  offices  are  all  disconnected  or  go 
repeatedly  unanswered.  Calls  to  Heller’s 
home  in  New  York  have  also  been 
unanswered  for  nearly  a  week.  Recent  cor¬ 
respondences  from  Heller  to  people  seeking 
refunds  have  deferred  responsibility  to  the 
National  March  Committee.  In  addition,  in¬ 
quiries  have  revealed  that  Innovations  in 
Travel  offices  may  never  have  existed  in 
Boston  or  at  the  company’s  alleged  ad¬ 
dresses  at  the  World  Trade  Center  and  Fifth 
Avenue  in  New  York. 

Joseph  Pons,  an  employee  of  Heller’s 
who  worked  for  the  company  during  the 
March  in  D.C.,  told  GCN  that  he  left  his  job 
after  the  March  because  of  discord  on  the 
staff,  as  well  as  personal  reasons.  He  declin¬ 
ed  to  comment  specifically  on  Heller.  Pons 
explained  that  according  to  his  understan¬ 
ding,  people  who  cancelled  reservations 
with  Innovations  in  Travel  were  entitled  to 
refunds  from  the  company. 

Other  suspicious  circumstances  involving 
Innovations  in  Travel  include  the  use  of 


Siege 
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“that  these  people,  you  and  me,  have  every 
damn  rights  to  be  here,  every  damn  right  to 
be  angry,  every  damn  right  to  demand  our 
rights!  They  want  us  to  go  away  but  we 
won’t  go  away.  We  are  not  losing  this  fight 


several  different  business  names  by  Heller 
and  the  company’s  use  of  boarding  passes 
instead  of  airline  tickets  for  many  travellers. 
In  what  is  most  potentially  damning,  several 
sources  —  including  a  Florida  police  officer 
and  a  Miami  Herald  article  dated  Feb.  2, 
1985  —  claim  that  Heller  was  convicted  in 
1985  for  grand  theft  and  trafficking  of 
$100,000  in  stolen  airline  tickets.  He 
reportedly  was  released  on  parole  after  a 
plea  bargain  agreement. 

According  to  a  law  enforcement  officer 
who  requested  anonymity,  Heller  testified 
against  others  to  gain  immunity  from  pro¬ 
secution.  The  officer  said  he  suspects  Heller 
may  have  subsequently  left  Florida  due  to 
threats  on  his  life.  Investigations  are  cur¬ 
rently  underway  to  determine  if  Heller  may 
be  in  violation  of  his  parole  for  operating  a 
travel  agency.  His  parole  officer  based  in 
Pompano  Beach,  Florida,  refused  to  com¬ 
ment. 

“Heller  took  our  community  and  used 
us,”  said  Dan  Holmes,  the  owner  of 
Boston’s  Downtown  Cafe.  “I’m  tired  of  gay 
people  getting  screwed.  Now  there’s  no  ac¬ 
countability  from  [March  organizers]  who 
told  us  to  use  this  company.  What  the  hell 
kind  of  gay  community  do  we  have  when 
they  tell  us  to  go  somewhere  and  then  laugh 
at  us?” 

According  to  Holmes,  a  member  of  the 
Boston  March  Committee  laughed  and 
responded  flippantly  when  Holmes  sought 
help  in  dealing  with  Innovations  in  Travel. 
He  said  he  believes  the  committee  has  been 
unhelpful  and  evasive  about  assuming 
financial  responsibility.  Another  Innova¬ 
tions  customer,  JoAnn  Ribaudo,  explained 
that  she  has  been  struggling  to  receive  a  pro¬ 
mised  refund  for  several  months.  After  a 
series  of  ambiguous  correspondences, 
Ribaudo  said  she  now  believes  Heller  is  a 
con  artist.  She  has  been  calling  March 
organizers  to  voice  her  concerns. 

Holmes,  who  says  that  Heller’s  company 
promised  him  a  refund  of  about  $270  for 
two  unused  hotel  reservations,  also  has 
made  repeated  efforts  to  contact  the  travel 
agency  and  the  Boston  March  Committee 
since  October.  After  little  success  and  much 
impatience,  he  sought  legal  advice  from  a 
friend.  The  friend,  an  attorney  who  asked  to 
remain  unnamed  for  professional  reasons, 
has  been  delving  into  the  background  of 
Heller  and  Innovations  in  Travel  for  several 
weeks. 

According  to  her  investigation,  Heller  is  a 
known  criminal  notorious  in  travel  agent 
circles  for  fraudulent  activities.  In  addition 
to  the  information  about  Heller’s  1985  con¬ 
viction  for  grand  theft,  she  discovered  that 
Innovations  in  Travel  was  formally  certified 
as  a  corporation  in  New  York  on  Oct.  2, 


—  we’re  building  something  so  concrete  and 
powerful.  We’ll  be  back  again  and  again 
and  again...” 

Isaacson  said  the  gay  rights  bill  has 
already  been  reintroduced  into  the  1988 
legislative  session  which  began  on  Jan.  6. 
The  bill  died  for  the  1987  session  on  mid¬ 
night  of  Jan.  5,  after  one  final  motion  on  the 
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Uura  Wulf 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

■ 

You  can  use  my  name 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  prisoner  in  NY  state  and  am  receiv¬ 
ing  GCN.  I  am  also  gay  and  in  a  special 
housing  unit  called  APPU  for  “misfits.” 

I  am  writing  in  reference  to  a  letter  printed 
in  Community  Voices  titled  “Asinine 
policy  of  supporting  prisoners”  by  a  Con¬ 
cerned  Lesbian  subscriber  (Dec. 13-19,  1987, 
Vol.15  No. 22) 

In  the  letter  she  made  unnecessary 
remarks  about  prisoners  as  using  citizens 
(gay,  lesbian,  etc.)  as  “suckers”.  How  many 
are  doing  this?  Many?  Few?  How  does  she 
know? 

I  don’t  know  exactly  what  she  means  by 
“sucker”  or  if  she  gets  up  so  much  dander 
about  the  way  that  government  (military 
fraud,  dismantling  legal  aid  to  the  poor  to 
help  fight  for  our  rights,  etc.)  and  business 
(food  &  rent  prices)  make  “suckers”  of  us 
all? 

Many  of  us  prisoners  have  not  even  re¬ 
quested  penpals.  I  read  the  Community 
Voices,  the  Newsnotes,  the  Centerspread, 
the  articles  on  AIDS,  the  fight  for  rights  on 
“all  phases  of  life”,  Speaking  Out  and 
“Prisoners  Seeking  Friends.”  This  is  very 
important  to  me.  1  don’t  see  how  she  can  call 
it  “asinine.” 

As  for  “public  defenders”,  everyone 
knows  these  people  are  being  paid  half  or 
less  of  their  usual  fees  for  public  cases  and 
that  “deals”  and  “plea  bargains”  are  made 
to  speed  up  the  “justice  process”  and  that 
scare  tactics  are  used  on  often  very 
uneducated  accused  people,  maybe  already 
with  some  past  record  of  stealing  something. 
Whether  they  are  adult  or  adolescent  they 
know  that  the  kind  of  people  found  on 
juries  may  not  be  “fair”. 

It’s  hard  to  see  how  a  person  can  be  so 
hard  on  persons  who  are  already  ‘down’, 
without  knowing  a  little  more  about  how  the 
‘system’  works.  Maybe  she  and  others  who 
have  such  ‘attitude’  should  have  a  talk  with 
some  public  defender  about  how  the 
‘justice’  business  really  operates. 

Please  use  my  name, 

Dennis  Gaggi 
85A  2862 
Box  367-B 
Dannemora,  NY  12929 

Preface  the  prisoner  project 
column 

Dear  GCN: 

I  believe  the  issues  raised  by  the  recent  let¬ 
ter  concerning  the  gay  prisoner  project  (De¬ 
cember  13-19  issue)  deserve  some  serious 
thought.  First  of  all,  GCN  does  not  have  an 
unlimited  supply  of  resources:  it  seems  at 
least  once  a  month  there  is  a  flyer  enclosed 
detailing  the  paper’s  delicate  balance  at  the 
brink  of  financial  collapse  and  asking  for 
money.  It  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  gay 
community  if  the  paper  should  fold.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  energy  and  funds  cur¬ 
rently  being  channeled  into  the  prisoner  pro¬ 
ject  would  benefit  gay  people  both  in  and 
out  of  prison  if  directed  into  ending  the 
AIDS  epidemic  and  resulting  discrimi¬ 
nation,  certainly  the  most  pressing  issue  fac¬ 
ing  all  of  us. 

Secondly,  the  recent  “Dominic  Perini” 
drug  muggings  serve  to  underscore  the  fact 
that,  while  we  are  not  all  “suckers,”  gay 
people  are  perceived  as  ideal  targets  for 
everything  from  blackmail  to  murder.  If  the 
gay  prisoner  project  is  to  continue,  the  very 
least  GCN  should  do  is  preface  the  column 
with  a  warning.  This  could  also  serve  as  a 
cover -your-ass  type  of  disclaimer  for  the 
paper  in  the  event  of  a  lawsuit. 
m  Name  and  address  witheld  by  request 


to  attack  our  community.  Yet,  we  are  far 
from  defeat.  The  October  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  showed  many  of  us  the  power  and 
pride  we  have.  We  learned  that  no  longer 
must  we  politely  ask  for  our  rights;  we  can 
demand  them.  The  last  decade  and  a  half 
should  have  taught  us  that  politeness  does 
not  achieve  our  liberation. 

Upon  returning  from  the  March  on 
Washington,  Mass  ACT  OUT  was  born.  We 
seek  to  publicly  challenge  homophobia, 
particularly  in  light  of  the  AIDS  epidemic 
and  many  of  the  proposed  “solutions”  such 
as  quarantine  and  tattoos.  Public  policies 
such  as  those,  as  well  as  Dukakis’  foster  care 
policy  (the  old  myth  of  gays  as  child  moles¬ 
ters)  and  the  Supreme  Court’s  Hardwick 
decision,  reassert  that  the  battle  to  define 
gayness  is  being  fought  publicly.  Our  com¬ 
munity  must  engage  in  that  public  battle. 

Mass  ACT  OUT  takes  pride  in  the  fact 
that  for  the  first  time  in  the  debate  over  the 
Gay  Rights  Bill,  public  education  has  taken 
place  in  the  general  population.  By  being 
loud  and  angry  and  strident,  we  have  spot¬ 
lighted  homophobia  so  that  citizens  of  this 
state  can  no  longer  ignore  such  prejudice. 
The  lesbian  and  gay  community  has  shown 
that  we  are  at  last  becoming  organized  to  de¬ 
mand  our  rights.  For  the  past  fourteen 
years,  the  Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  has  quietly  pursued  efforts  to  pass 
the  bill  while  restricting  our  community’s 
participation  and  visibility  with  legislators. 
We  believe  that  for  a  community  to  be 
strong,  it  must  be  actively  involved  in  deter¬ 
mining  its  fate.  Legislators  do  not  answer  to 
one  or  two  individuals;  they  answer  to  their 
loudest  and  best  organized  constituents. 
And  after  all,  the  Gay  Rights  Bill  does  not 
belong  to  a  few  of  us;  it  belongs  to  us  all. 

That  is  why  many  of  us  were  deeply  dis¬ 
turbed  when  the  co-chair  of  the  MGLPC 
publicly  chastized  Mass  ACT  OUT  for  our 
recent  demonstrations  at  the  State  House. 
Arline  Isaacson  appeared  on  television  and 
in  the  Boston  Globe  where  she  complained 
to  the  public  that  our  actions  were  jeopar¬ 
dizing  passage  of  the  bill.  In  doing  so,  she 
ended  up  undermining  our  community  in  a 
most  destructive  way. 

We  recognize  that  the  Lesbian/Gay  com¬ 
munity  is  diverse,  with  a  wide  range  of 
politics  and  tactical  approaches.  While  we 
clearly  disagree  with  the  MGLPC  over  tac¬ 
tics  for  passing  the  bill,  we  do  respect  their 
right  to  use  those  tactics.  A  diverse 
community  demands  such  respect.  And  we 
demand  the  same  from  leaders  of  the 
MGLPC. 

Leaders  of  our  community  can  not  be 
chosen  by  the  straight  media,  nor  can  they 
be  self-appointed.  They  must  emerge 
through  their  ability  to  represent  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community  in  all  of  its  diver¬ 
sity.  Isaacson’s  statements  to  the  press  clear¬ 
ly  showed  her  inability  to  play  that  role. 

The  1988  legislative  session  will  give  us 
another  opportunity  to  pass  the  Gay  Rights 
Bill.  And  when  passage  occurs,  it  will  be  a 
victory  for  us  all.  However,  it  will  only  be  a 
beginning.  Gay  Rights  Legislation  will  not 
end  homophobia;  it  will  not  even  end  dis¬ 
crimination.  Homophobia  and  discrimina¬ 
tion  will  disappear  when  we  empower 
ourselves  and  our  brothers  and  sisters  to  de¬ 
mand  not  just  our  rights,  but  a  celebration 
of  our  lives. 

The  March  on  Washington  produced 
unprecedented  unity  and  strength  in  our 
community.  Mass  ACT  OUT  grew  out  of 
the  March  as  a  means  of  continuing  the 
spirit  of  the  March.  We  will  continue  to 
organize  and  act  out,  and  we  will  continue 
to  attempt  to  bring  all  parts  of  our  com¬ 
munity  together,  reaching  beyond  tradi¬ 
tional  barriers  of  race,  class  and  gender.  We 
urge  the  MGLPC  to  do  the  same. 

Sincerely, 
Susan  Levene 
Fred  Gorman 
Jade  McGIeughlin 
Peter  Medoff 
Mass  ACT  OUT 


ACT-ing  OUT 

Dear  GCN: 

Once  again,  the  Gay  Rights  Bill  has  been 
defeated  by  hateful  legislators  who  continue 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Stauncher 

Allies 

By  Tatiana  Schreiber 

The  attitude  revealed  by  “A  Concerned 
Lesbian”  (Community  Voices,  GCN  Vol 
15,  No.  22)  —  that  the  paper  spends  too 
much  time  and  space  supporting  prisoners 
—  is  certainly  not  unusual.  Still,  it  was  a  bit 
of  a  shock  to  see  it  so  blatantly  revealed  in 
these  pages.  1  know  I  shouldn’t  be  surprised, 
though,  because  a  less  extreme  form  of  that 
attitude  is  displayed  everyday  by  my  close 
friends  and  associates  who  say  that  prison 
issues  are  “low  on  my  list  of  priorities,”  or 
argue  that  sending  books  to  prisoners  “isn’t 
political.” 

Those  of  us  who  spent  nine  months  of 
labor  birthing  the  Lesbian  Prisoner  Sup¬ 
plement  spent  much  of  that  time  attempting 
to  understand  and  respond  to  these  ideas  on 
the  part  of  our  own  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  members.  Obviously,  we  failed  to 
pursuade  “Concerned”;  she  seems  to  have 
made  up  her  mind.  But  I’m  going  to  make 
another  attempt  today  just  in  case  she  really 
does  speak  for  “many  other  gay  people  who 
are  tired  of  seeing  letters  bitching  about  how 
terrible  prison  is.” 

About  ninety  unconvicted 
women  at  any  given  time  are 
being  housed,  four  to  a  cell, 
in  cells  designed  for  one 
person,  twenty-three  hours  a 
day. 

“Concerned”  refers  only  to  men  in  jail. 
Perhaps  she  doesn’t  know  that  over  four 
hundred  women  are  in  prison  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Since  1  know  more  about  the  situation 
for  women  prisoners  than  for  men,  I’ll 
speak  mostly  about  women.  The  number 
of  women  in  prison  keeps  going  up,  tripling 
between  1980  and  1985.  Contrary  to  “Con¬ 
cerned’s”  statement  that  everyone  in  prison 
or  jail  “has  been  tried  and  found  guilty,”  20 
percent  of  the  women  in  MCI-Framingham 
are  awaiting  trial.  These  women  are  held  in 
prison  because  they  are  unable  to  make  bail. 
Since  they  haven’t  been  “classified”  in 
terms  of  security,  they  are  held  in  maximum 
security  cells. 

What  this  means  is  that  about  ninety 
unconvicted  women  at  any  given  time  are 
being  housed,  four  to  a  cell,  in  solitary  cells 
designed  for  one  person,  and  locked  in  these 
cells  twenty-three  hours  a  day.  Some  remain 
in  the  Awaiting  Trial  Unit  for  literally  years, 
deprived  of  access  to  what  limited  programs 
and  activities  exist.  Across  the  country  some 
50-75  percent  of  all  prisoners  are  awaiting 
trial  —  innocent  before  the  law. 

It’s  true,  however,  that  most  of  those  ac¬ 
tually  convicted  of  a  crime  are  guilty  of  that 
crime.  In  talking  to  about  twenty  prisoners 
and  ex-prisoners  over  the  last  three  years  not 
one  has  claimed  she  was  innocent  of  her 
crime.  These  crimes  are  predominantly 
“property”  or  “victimless”  crimes  like 
writing  a  bad  check,  stealing  or  possessing 
drugs.  Some  women  do  commit  violent 
crimes,  like  stabbing  or  even  killing  an 
abusive  spouse.  But  whatever  the  crime, 

In  many  state  prisons  all 
physical  contact  between 
women  is  a  crime  punishable 
by  solitary  confinement. 
Women  are  given  disciplinary 
tickets  for  lending  an  item 
of  clothing  or  combing 
someone's  hair . 

women  are  serving  time  in  prison  — 
separated  from  their  children  (and  often  los¬ 
ing  custody  of  them),  separated  from  family 
and  friends  and  deprived  of  all  control  over 
their  own  lives. 

One  would  think  that  deprivation  of  liber¬ 
ty  was  punishment  enough  for  having  com¬ 
mitted  a  crime.  But  once  in  prison  women 
are  subjected  to  a  myriad  of  dehumanizing 
rules  and  regulations  concerning  what  they 
can  wear,  what  they  can  read,  when  and 
where  they  can  walk,  who  can  visit  them, 


which  other  prisoners  they  can  associate 
with.  In  many  state  prisons  all  physical  con¬ 
tact  between  women  (like  putting  an  arm 
across  someone’s  shoulder)  is  a  crime 
punishable  by  solitary  confinement. 
Women  are  given  disciplinary  tickets  for 
lending  an  item  of  clothing  or  combing  so¬ 
meone’s  hair. 

And  these  are  minor  indignities  compared 
to  what  confronts  women  who  are  ill,  or 
happen  to  be  pregnant  when  they  are  im¬ 
prisoned.  Pregant  women  in  Massachusetts 
are  taken  to  the  hospital  in  handcuffs, 
watched  at  all  times  by  guards.  After 
delivery  they  are  separated  from  their  babies 


Why  isn't  “Concerned” 
dismayed  at  all  the  rich 
people  who  will  never  see  the 
inside  of  a  jail  because  they 
have  the  resources  to  protect 
themselves  from  the  injustices 
of  the  criminal  justice 
system? 


in  forty-eight  hours,  handcuffed  and  return¬ 
ed  to  prison. 

Advocates  for  prisoners  are  expected  to 
complain  about  prison  conditions,  but  just  a 
few  weeks  ago  I  was  surprised  when  a  high- 
level  prison  administrator,  the  “Director  of 
Treatment”  at  MCI-Lancaster  (a  pre-re¬ 
lease  facility  for  women  and  men)  told  me 
that  women  at  Framingham  were  so  deva¬ 
stated  by  the  trauma  of  surviving  the  prison 
experience  that  no  rehabilitation  could  be 
expected  to  take  place. 

Yet  98  percent  of  all  prisoners  in  the  U.S. 
are  eventually  released  from  prison.  They 
are  released  after  an  experience  that  leaves 
them  bitter,  hostile,  fearful  of  the  world, 
and  usually  with  no  more  skills  and  fewer 
resources  than  they  had  when  they  went  in. 
It’s  amazing  to  me  that  any  women  do 
manage  to  stay  out  once  they  are  released. 
Finding  a  decent-paying  job,  fighting  to 
regain  custody  of  their  children,  getting  an 
apartment,  coping  with  the  stigma  of  being 
an  “ex-con”  and  dealing  with  attitudes  like 
that  of  “Concerned,”  make  it  nearly  im¬ 
possible.  So  many  return  to  prison  again 
and  again. 

“Concerned”  says  she’s  tired  of  prisoners 
“crying  poverty.”  It’s  true  that  most  people 
in  prison  are  poor.  Those  poor  people  who 
aren’t  in  prison  at  the  moment  are  the  lucky 
ones.  But  why  isn’t  “Concerned”  dismayed 
at  all  the  rich  people  who  will  never  see  the 
inside  of  a  jail  because  they  have  the 
resources,  the  education  and  the  connec¬ 
tions  to  protect  themselves  from  the  in¬ 
justices  of  the  criminal  justice  systrem?  Or 
does  she  think  that  rich  people  don’t  com¬ 
mit  crimes? 

I  do  agree  with  “Concerned”  that  we 
should  give  space  in  GCN  to  the  victims  of 
violent  crime.  In  many  years  of  reading 
GCN  I’ve  noticed  considerable  coverage  of 
gay-bashing,  discrimination,  sexual  abuse, 
and  the  crimes  of  our  legislators  who  have 
still  failed  to  insist  that  protection  from 
discrimination  against  us  needs  to  be  written 
into  law. 

Perhaps  I  haven’t  convinced  “Concern¬ 
ed,”  but  I  hope  the  rest  of  my  community 
can  understand  that  we  cannot  fail  to  also 
give  space  to  the  people  who  really  are  vic¬ 
timized  by  the  inhumane  and  arbitrary  (or 
deliberately  discriminatory)  workings  of  the 
prison  system.  We  cannot  write  off  prison¬ 
ers  as  if  they  somehow  had  nothing  to  do 
with  our  own  lives.  I  hope  very  few  of  us 
ever  face  incarceration,  but  those  who  are 
immune  from  that  possibility  are  a  smaller 
number  every  day.  Our  sexuality  is  illegal  in 
this  state.  Our  economic  resources  (par¬ 
ticularly  for  lesbians  and  lesbians  of  color) 
stretch  less  far  every  day.  Homelessness  and 
the  fear  of  homelessness  are  realities  for 
many  of  us. 

We  cannot  afford  to  separate  ourselves 
from  prisoners.  I,  for  one,  figure  I’m  going 
to  need  all  the  friends  I  can  get  in  the  coming 
years,  and  women  surviving  imprisonment 
will  undoubtedly  make  stauncher  allies  in 
this  world  than  “concerned”  lesbians  who 
hold  themselves  aloof  from  real  life. 

Tatiana  Schreiber  is  a  freelance  radio  pro¬ 
ducer  currently  working  on  a  documentary 
about  women  in  prison  that  will  air  this 
spring  as  part  of  International  Women’s 
Day  on  WMBR,  Cambridge. 


Coming  Out: 

Daily  Activism 

By  Rex  Wockner 

When  you’re  all  tangled  up  in  fighting  for  tion  and  has  told  me  point-blank  that  her 
your  rights,  the  gay  movement  can  often  goals  are  a  house  in  the  suburbs,  a  big  screen 
seem  like  a  complex  matter,  but  perhaps  it  TV  and  some  well-provided-for  kids.  For 
really  has  nothing  to  do  with  marches,  our  purposes,  the  only  thing  that  separates 
parades,  protests,  bar  raids,  lobbying,  her  from  the  secretary  at  the  next  desk  is  an 


AIDS  funding  or  sex.  Consider  these  simple 
points:  Everyone  knows  someone  who  is 
gay;  most  people,  however,  don’t  Ar/jou'they 
know  someone  who  is  gay;  if  they  did, 
however,  it  might  signal  the  beginning  of  the 
end  of  their  homophobia. 

For  example,  Jerry  Falwell  has  gay  people 
working  in  his  TV  studio,  but  he  doesn’t 
know  it.  Ronald  Reagan  has  gay  people 
somewhere  in  his  family.  Does  he  know  it? 
Gay  law  clerks  probably  work  for  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  the 
justices  don’t  know  it.  And,  the  neighbors 
you  protect  from  public  displays  of  affec¬ 
tion  have  gay  cousins,  but  they  don’t  know 
it. 

Meanwhile,  all  these  people  who  don’t 
know  they  know  any  gay  people  watch  TV. 
They’re  tuned  in  in  June  when  TV  crews 
head  off  to  gay  pride  parades.  They’re  tuned 
into  the  news  when  some  male  mass  mur¬ 
derer  just  happens  to  have  carved  up  little 
boys.  And,  they’re  glued  to  the  tube  when 
persons  with  AIDS  go  on  Donahue  and  talk 
about  how  bathhouses  were  their  raison 
d’etre.  (There  is,  of  course,  nothing  wrong 
with  being  a  drag  queen  or  with  having 
discovered  the  meaning  of  life  in  a  back 
room.  I’m  one  of  those  gay  men  who  be¬ 
lieves  we  all  need  to  stick  together,  and  that 
NAMBLA  —  the  man-boy  love  group  — 
should  have  been  allowed  in  the  L.A.  pride 
parade). 

My  point  is  simply  that  people  who  don’t 
know  they  know  any  gay  people  have  a  way 
of  thinking  of  us  in  distorted,  media-rein¬ 
forced  categories.  “You  don’t  act  gay,”  a 
friend  once  said  to  me  when  I  came  out  to 
her. 

What  happens,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
people  do  know  someone  or  several  people 
who  are  gay?  My  experience  is  that  they 
begin  to  challenge  their  stereotypes. 
“Jalane”  is  a  secretary  at  my  office.  About 
a  year  after  I  began  my  job,  she  asked  me  if  I 
was  gay.  “Yes,”  I  said.  A  month  of  stan¬ 
dard  questions  followed:  “Do  you  think 

Jalane 's  questions  were 
appropriate  because  they 
were  exactly  what  I  might 
have  asked  if  I'd  been  28  and 
never  known  I'd  known  any 
gay  people. 

you’ll  miss  not  having  kids?  What  do  you 
really  do  in  bed  and  how  does  it  work  and 
does  it  hurt  and  who  does  what  to  whom  and 
what  about  AIDS  and...?” 

Jalane,  like  everyone,  deserved  answers. 
“Yes,  my  partners  and  I  are  concerned 
about  AIDS,  so  we  have  safer  sex;  not  all  of 
us  have  taken  the  antibody  test  because  it’s 
not  a  good  test....  Yes,  we  do  put  our 
penises  in  each  other’s  anuses  and  no  it 
doesn’t  hurt  and,  in  fact,  I  feel  sorry  for 
heterosexual  men  who  never  get  to  experi¬ 
ence  it....  Maybe  I  will  have  a  kid  someday; 
some  lesbians  once  expressed  an  interest  in 
my  sperm....  No  I  haven’t  done  drag,  yes,  1 
have  been  to  bathhouses,  about  ten  times. 
No,  I  haven’t  slept  with  a  thousand  people, 
but  I  have  slept  with  twenty  and  fooled 
around  a  little  bit  with  perhaps  another  for¬ 
ty.  And,  no,  your  questions  aren’t  stupid.” 

I  felt  Jalane’s  questions  were  appropriate 
because  they  were  exactly  what  I  might  have 
asked  if  I’d  been  28  and  never  known  I’d 
known  any  gay  people. 

All  this  happened  only  a  year  ago.  By  last 
week,  however,  Jalane’s  world  had  become 
a  different  place.  At  a  family  gathering,  her 
brother-in-law  began  ranting  about  the  fags. 
She  interrupted  him,  she  told  me,  rebuked 
him  and  ended  the  conversation.  He  was  no 
longer  attacking  mythical  fag  abstractions, 
you  see.  Instead,  he  was  attacking  her  friend 
and  saying  things  she  knew  were  not  true 
about  her  friend. 

Jalane  may  be  an  extraordinary  person, 
but,  if  so,  it  doesn’t  reveal  itself  elsewhere. 
She’s  a  secretary  with  a  high  school  educa- 
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enlightened  attitude  about  gays  —  because 
she  knows  one. 

A  simple  way  to  be  part  of  the  gay  rights 
movement  is  coming  out  everyday,  one-on- 
one.  Once  people  find  out  how  many  gay 
people  they  already  know,  they  almost  have 
no  choice  but  to  let  go  of  many  of  their 
preconceptions.  They  may  not  make  it  as  far 
as  Jalane,  who  stays  after  work  and  helps 
me  fold  and  stuff  our  local  gay  newsletter, 
but  at  least  they’ll  rethink  such  profundities 
as  “All  fags  should  be  locked  up.”  (Seven 
percent  of  the  university  students  in  Illinois 
recently  agreed  with  that  statement  in  an  an¬ 
onymous  survey.) 

The  rest  of  the  office  eventually  figured 
out  my  sexual  orientation  (around  the  time  I 
was  getting  drafted  as  an  AIDS  project 
spokesperson  in  the  local  media)  and  it 
seemed  to  continue  to  be  a  non-issue.  Gerry 
Studds  once  said  that  his  colleagues  in  Con¬ 
gress  really  don’t  mind  that  he’s  gay.  “It’s  a 
back-slapping,  good  old  boy  atmosphere,” 
he  said.  “I’d  know  if  they  were  bothered.” 

My  experience  reveals  the  same  thing. 
People  who  find  out  they  already  know 
some  gay  people  tend  to  be  less  anti-gay  than 
people  who  don’t  know  any  gay  people.  Is 
not,  then,  the  secret  for  us  all  to  become 
“activists”  in  the  midst  of  our  daily 
routines?  What  more  fundamental  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  movement  can  we  make? 

Rex  Wockner  is  an  Illinois-based  activist 
and  free-lance  writer.  His  writing  appears 
regularly  in  Chicago  Outlines. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Dusa,  Fish,  Stas  and  Vi 

Despite  strong  performances,  the  Alley’s  production  of 
Pam  Gem ’s  feminist  play  disappoints 


Dusa,  Fish,  Stas  and  Vi.  By  Pam  Gems.  Directed 
by  Elizabeth  Appleby.  With  Jacqueline  Grad,  Tazra 
Dolan,  Eileen  Sullivan,  and  Adele  Hars.  At  the  Alley 
Theatre,  1253  Cambridge,  St,  Cambridge.  Through 
January  16. 


By  Mara  Math 

Dusa,  Fish,  Stas  and  Vi  is  a  four- 
woman  work  by  British  playwright 
Pam  Gems.  On  that  ground  alone,  it 
is  indeed  “a  welcome  change  from  the  usual 
saccharine  Christmas  offerings”  as  the 
Alley’s  publicity  promises.  However,  Gems’ 
selection  of  characters,  four  women  sharing 
a  flat,  feels  less  like  diversity  than  obligatory 
class  representation:  upper-class  political 
organizer  Fish,  middle-class  housewife 
Dusa,  working-class  hospital  attendant/call 
girl  Stas  and  anorexic  young  Vi.  And  the 
play  feels  scattered  because  for  the  first  half 
of  the  scenelets,  the  characters  are  not  talk¬ 
ing  to  each  other  but  at  each  other. 

Elizabeth  Appleby’s  direction  further 
undercuts  the  play. 
(;  She  makes  Vi  a  cute 
■'jpsaw.-w*  ‘wa'f”  and  has  Jac- 
queline  Grad  play  her 
feminism  for  laughs  rather  than  as  one  of 
the  unconscious  motivations  for  her  anorex¬ 
ia.  Under  Appleby’s  direction,  Stas’  reac¬ 
tionary  politics  come  across  as  the  most  sen¬ 


sible  philosophy  of  those  espoused,  surely 
not  what  radical  feminist  Gems  intended 
(and  possibly  not  what  Appleby  herself  in¬ 
tended  since  she  bravely  advertised  the  play 
as  feminist). 

Fish’s  gradual  breakdown  after  her 
lover/comrade  Allan  dumps  her  for  a  giggly 
young  thing  becomes  a  kind  of  British 
Splendor  in  the  Grass,  a  personal  flaw 
rather  than  a  radical  idealist’s  inability  to 
cope  with  stunning  personal  injustice.  Her 
expressions  of  intertwined  political  and  per¬ 
sonal  protest  against  Allan’s  sexist  cruelty 
come  too  late  —  in  her  suicide  note.  Those 
women  who  have  accommodated  the  status 
quo,  Dusa  and  Stas,  end  up  the  happiest  — 
but  the  play  does  not  rouse  the  audience  to 
outrage  over  this  turn  of  events. 

The  performances  are  all  strong,  with  the 
exception  of  the  occasionally  wavering  ac¬ 
cents.  Tazra  Dolan’s  brittleness  works  for 
her  in  this  case,  although  she  doesn’t  look 
nearly  dumpy  enough  for  the  discarded  wife 
who  has  “let  herself  go.”  Eileen  Sullivan  is 
best  in  the  rapturous  moment  when  she 
describes  her  reconciliation  with  Allan; 
Adele  Hars  is  completely  believable  as  Stas, 
tricking  to  earn  her  money  for  a  degree  in 
Marine  Biology;  and  Grad  creates  a  very  ap¬ 
pealing  vi.m 


Travel  scam 

Continued  from  page  3 

1987,  barely  a  week  before  the  March.  She 
also  reported  that  Heller  is  not  registered  as 
a  travel  agent  with  the  Airlines  Reporting 
Corporation  (ARC),  a  Washington,  D.C. 
consumer  group  which  oversees  ticketing 
operations  for  almost  all  credible  agencies. 
Bill  Jackman,  spokesperson  for  the  ARC, 
confirmed  that  Heller  is  not  an  approved 
travel  agent  and  is  known  at  ARC  for 
allegedly  attempting  to  sell  airline  tickets 
stolen  from  ARC-approved  agents. 

The  investigating  attorney  described 
Heller  as  “clearly  a  con  man  who’s  been 
around  for  a  long  time.”  She  said  she 
believes  a  gross  error  was  made  by  March 
organizers  in  neglecting  to  check  the 
background  of  an  agency  they  chose  for 
business  transactions.  Expressing  pessimism 
that  any  money  will  be  recovered  from 
Heller  and  his  agency,  she  said  she  still 
hopes  to  assist  individuals  in  drafting  com¬ 
plaints.  Further,  she  explained  that  since  last 
speaking  with  Heller  on  Jan.  4,  she  thinks  he 
may  have  gone  underground  due  to  increas¬ 
ing  public  and  media  attention  regarding  his 
activities.  She  explained  that  little  evidence 
may  exist  to  prove  new  crimes  have  been 
committed  by  Heller,  though  New  York 

...inquiries  have  revealed  that 
Innovations  in  Travel  offices 
may  never  have  existed  in 
Boston  or  at  the  company’s 
alleged  addresses  at  the 
World  Trade  Center  and 
Fifth  A  venue  in  New  York. 

police  and  possibly  federal  agents  are  in¬ 
vestigating  his  whereabouts. 

Meanwhile,  organizers  for  the  March  on 
Washington  from  Boston  and  New  York 
have  expressed  uncertainty  about  current 
relations  with  Innovations  in  Travel.  Some 
said  they  have  been  unaware  of  the  growing 
controversy  surrounding  Heller,  and  do  not 
know  of  any  plans  to  assume  responsibility 
for  financial  losses.  Others  explained  that  in 
light  of  the  unfolding  scandal,  further  in¬ 
vestigation  should  be  undertaken  by  March 
organizers. 

“The  community  needs  to  know  if  this 
guy  was  a  fast -talking  con  artist,”  said  Steve 
Ault,  co-chair  of  the  National  March  Com¬ 
mittee.  “I’m  as  curious  as  anybody  else.  If 
that’s  the  case,  people  knowledgeable  about 
the  travel  business  were  mislead.  It  was  not  a 
slipshod  or  casual  business  relationship  that 
developed  between  March  organizers  and 
(Innovations  in  Travel].” 

Ault  stated  his  belief  that  if  the  local  and 
national  March  Committees  were  given  er¬ 
roneous  information  by  Heller  and  if  fraud 
was  perpetrated,  then  the  committees  would 
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not  be  legally  liable  for  lost  money. 
However,  Ault  expressed  concern  about  the 
situation  and  support  for  further  inquiry. 
He  declined  to  specify  if  March  funds  would 
be  considered  to  cover  losses;  a  nation-wide 
steering  committee  of  organizers  is  currently 
considering  how  to  disburse  the  $70,000 
surplus. 

Leslie  Cagan,  coordinator  for  New 
York’s  March  organizers,  said  she  has  field¬ 
ed  some  complaints  from  travellers  who  lost 
money  to  Innovations  in  Travel.  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  New  York  committee  only 
used  Heller’s  services  for  bus  transportation 
and  has  had  difficulty  in  receiving  financial 
reports  from  him.  But  she  said  she  was 
unaware  of  any  allegations  involving 
criminal  activities. 

According  to  Susan  Trotz,  a  transporta¬ 
tion  organizer  from  the  Boston  March  Com¬ 
mittee,  Innovations  in  Travel  was  chosen 
from  among  several  agencies  because  it 
seemed  the  best  of  the  options.  She  said  she 
was  unsure  how  much  checking  had  been 
done  into  the  company’s  background.  Trotz 
explained  that  a  private  travel  agency  was 
used  precisely  to  avoid  a  situation  that 
would  result  in  financial  responsibility  fall¬ 
ing  to  the  March  Committees. 

Nancy  Wechsler,  another  March 
organizer  from  Boston,  said  that  if  it  were 
done  over,  she  believes  an  outside  business 
would  not  be  used  for  travel  services.  She 
acknowledged  numerous  problems  that 
arose  before  and  during  the  March  from 
sloppy  work  on  behalf  of  Innovations  in 
Travel,  but  she  said  she  is  unsure  who 
should  be  responsible  for  lost  money. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  several  people  in 
Boston  are  discussing  possibilities  for  seek¬ 
ing  retribution  from  Innovations  in  Travel. 
Specific  information  about  planning 
meetings  or  contact  people  is  not  yet 
available.  However,  one  suggestion  for  pur¬ 
suing  inquiry  into  the  activities  of  Innova¬ 
tions  in  Travel  is  to  contact  the  New  York 
City  Consumer  Fraud  Affairs  Division  at 
(212)  587-4908.  □ 
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Third  Annual 
Rainbow  Leadership 
Banquet 
in  Honor  of 
Rev. 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Awards 

The  Multiculural 
Concerns  Committee 
and 

The  Boston  Committee 
of  the 

National  March  on 
Washington 

on 

Sunday 
Jan.  17,  1988 

at 

Boston  University 
Ballroom 

775  Commonwealth  Ave. 
6pm 

Tickets:  $30 

Call  424- 1041 


* 

Gay  Men  s  Therapy 
Group 

A  new  on-going  general 
issues  therapy  group  is  now 
forming.  Focus  on  your  iden¬ 
tity  as  a  gay  man . .  .your  rela¬ 
tionships,  family,  friends  and 
work.  For  information  call 
437-9643. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


Bp  Do  you  wish  you 

A  could  talk  to  your 

K  parents  about 

•  ^  being  gay/lesbian? 

Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay/lesbian 
child? 

*  Consultations  for 
family  members, 
couples  and  *Workshops  & 

individuals  support  groups  for 

parents  and/ or  sons 
&  daughters 

Day-long  workshop:  Sat.,  Jan.  9 
Mon.  eve.  series :  Feb.  27-Mar.  28 
Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 


January  22,  1988 

Celebrate  the  1 5th  Anniversary  of  Legal  Abortion 

An  Evening  of  Music  by 

Casse  I  ber  ry-D  u  Pree 

with  Toshi  Reagon  and  Annette  Aguilar 


Join  us  to  celebrate  our  victories  and  to 
reaffirm  our  commitment  to  fight  for 
reproductive  freedom  for  all  women. 

Friday,  January  22  8:00  pm  Strand  Theatre 

(snowdate  to  be  announced)  543  Columbia  Road 

Dorchester 

Tickets  available  at  Boston  NOW  office  (97J  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston  02215, 
phone:  782-1056),  New  Words  Bookstore  (Cambridge),  and  Redbook  Bookstore 
(Jamaica  Plain). 

•  Suggested  Donation:  $5,  $10.  $25  (More  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can’t) 

•  Childcare  by  advance  request  only:  782-1056 

•  ASL  interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible  (Wilbur  Street  door) 

Sponsored  by:  Alliance  Against  Women’s  Oppression ;  Boston  NOW, 
Boston  Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2) 


No.  Mass.  & 
So.  N.H. 
Gay 

Counseling 

Services 

Gerry  Matison 

L.I.C.S.  W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-475-6950 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
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A  Lesbian  Soap  Opera 
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Ticket  info:  254-3107  TTY  ONLY 
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“THIS  YEAR’S  ‘BLUE  VELVET’... ULTRA 
HIP,  SURREAL,  VIOLENT  AND  SEXY.’’ 

—Susan  Linfield,  AMERICAN  FILM 
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ELLEN  BARKIN 

GABRIEL  BYRNE 

JULIAN  SANDS 

ISABELLA  ROSSELLINI 

MARTIN  SHEEN 

ALEXI SAYLE 

GRACE  JONES 

and  JODIE  FOSTER 
Siesta. 

The  time  of  day  when  mystery 
and  eroticism  become  one. 
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EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS  FRIDAY  JAN.  8th 


Housekeeping  gone  amok 

A  spare  saga  of  untamed  loneliness 


Housekeeping.  Directed  by  Bill  Forsyth.  With 
Christine  Lahti,  Andrea  Burchill  and  Sara  Walker. 
At  the  Nickelodeon-USA  Cinema. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

ousekeeping  is  a  fragile  wonder  of  a 
movie.  With  extraordinary  grace,  the 
film  wanders  between  sadness, 
delight  and  repose,  evoking  a  full  range  of 
emotion  about  living  life  on  the  edge. 
Marginal  people  are  championed  without 
being  romanticized;  pain  is  acknowledged 
without  being  psychoanalyzed.  Housekeep¬ 
ing  portrays  a  subtle  sense  of  “family”  gone 
awry,  with  no  attempt  to  posit  a  solution.  It 
pretends  no  utopia,  it  demands  no  confor¬ 
mity. 

The  film  offers  a  healthy  dose  of  relief 
from  the  recent  spate  of  Hollywood 
morality  tales  warn- 
ing  women  to  get  and 
keep  a  grip  on  their 
nuclear  families. 
Housekeeping  laughs  off  that  myth.  It  is 
everything  that  Fatal  Attraction  is  not  —  a 
tale  about  craziness,  a  peculiarly  female, 
kind,  unconcerned  with  men  or  con¬ 
sumerism  or  propriety.  Still,  the  women  in 
Housekeeping  experience  the  sorrows  of 
aloneness  and  the  yearning  to  connect  with 
others.  1  can’t  recall  characters  in  fiction  or 
film  more  mindful  of  belonging  (or  not 
belonging)  since  Frankie  in  Carson  Mc- 
Culler’s  novel,  Member  of  the  Wedding. 

Bill  Forsyth  directed  Housekeeping 
(based  on  a  novel  by  Marilynne  Robinson) 
with  a  jaundiced  humor  akin  to  his  earlier 
films  Gregory’s  Girt  and  Local  Hero. 
Again,  he  slyly  lends  dignity  to  the  slightly 
offbeat.  Perhaps  Forsyth’s  position  as  a 
contemporary  Scottish  director  allowed  him 
a  sage  outsider’s  interpretation  of  this  tale 
about  misfits  set  in  Northern  Idaho  in  the 
1950s.  Though  seemingly  a  simple  story, 
Housekeeping  presents  layers  of  emotional 
depth  and  stunningly  lucid  symbolism. 

Two  adolescent  sisters,  Ruthie  and 
Lucille,  come  under  the  care  of  their  Aunt 
Sylvie.  She  is  a  quirky  woman  prone  to  hop¬ 
ping  freight  trains  and  drifting  from  job  to 
job.  The  sisters  have  never  experienced  con¬ 
sistent  adult  companionship:  following  their 
mother’s  suicide,  they  lived  with  their 
grandmother,  then  two  great-aunts  before 
Sylvie  came  along.  Perhaps  the  least 
tethered  of  all,  she  presents  a  puzzling 
model  of  adulthood  for  Rutfiie  and  Lucille. 

Still,  Sylvie  is  refreshingly  unconventional 
and  brings  them  clues  about  their  mysteri¬ 
ous  family  past.  The  nieces  are  first  en¬ 
chanted  with  their  aunt’s  casual,  sometimes 
moody  presence  and  her  apparent  indif¬ 
ference  to  ordinary  living.  Ruthie  and 
Lucille  note  Sylvie’s  quiet  strangeness  and 
soon  begin  to  feel  almost  annoyed  at  their 
freedom  to  do  as  they  please,  without  com¬ 
ment  from  their  aunt.  Playing  hookey  from 
school  for  days  on  end,  they  experience  a 
“giddy  but  heavy-hearted  pleasure”  at 
Sylvie’s  indifference;  then  they  start  longing 
to  be  caught.  For  the  young  sisters,  already 
perceived  by  townspeople  as  products  of  a 
disaster-ridden  family,  living  with  Aunt 
Sylvie  casts  even  further  oddity  into  their 
lives. 

Lucille,  played  by  Andrea  Burchill,  starts 
resenting  the  instability  and  tries  to  conform 
to  town  standards  of  young  womanhood. 
Sara  Walker  as  Ruthie  responds  by  with¬ 
drawing  into  gawky  silences,  and  by  nearly 
emulating  Aunt  Sylvie’s  lone  style  of 
wandering.  The  sisters  begin  a  sad  estrange¬ 
ment  while  Sylvie,  elegantly  underplayed  by 
Christine  Lahti,  acknowledges  them  watch¬ 
fully  yet  maintains  her  remove.  Throughout 
Housekeeping ,  the  main  characters  are 
always  skating  on  delicate  ice,  never  quite 
sure  of  their  shifting  relationships  nor  en¬ 
tirely  aware  of  each  other’s  motives. 

The  beauty  of  the  movie  lies  in  its  depic¬ 
tion  of  fragility,  both  physical  and  emo¬ 
tional.  Set  in  the  fictional  mountain  town  of 
Fingerbone,  the  natural  landscape  is  cold, 
wet  and  foreboding.  The  lake  presents  an 
omnipotent  danger  —  it  claimed  the  lives  of 
the  mother  and  grandfather  of  Ruthie  and 
Lucille,  along  with  numerous  other  towns¬ 
folk.  Nonetheless,  the  sisters  and  their  aunt 
gravitate  often  to  the  lake.  It  seems  to  repre¬ 
sent  a  spiritual  center  and  symbolizes  both 
escape  and  death.  The  mortal  safety  of 
Ruthie,  Lucille  and  Sylvie  is  always  uncer¬ 
tain  in  Housekeeping. 

Attempts  to  ensure  order  are  also  por¬ 
trayed  as  pointless,  with  the  threat  of 


natural  disaster  or  disturbances  of  the  heart 
ever  hovering.  The  world  is  askew  in  Finger- 
bone;  even  the  town  name  evokes  a  spare, 
near  macabre  sense  of  doom.  Amidst  all  this 
uncertainty.  Aunt  Sylvie  projects  a  brave 
elan  and  her  own  pack-rat  style  of  keeping 
house.  But  she  remains  uninvested  in  securi¬ 
ty,  ever  ready  to  move  on. 

Housekeeping  refrains  from  overtly  judg¬ 
ing  Sylvie,  and  though  enigmatic,  she  con¬ 
veys  wisdom,  not  foolishness.  Ruthie  and 
Lucille,  forced  into  early  self-sufficiency, 
are  also  presented  uncritically,  though  their 
shifting  roles  are  used  to  spotlight  the 
pressures  of  conformity.  Lucille  willingly 
adopts  town  standards  of  convention, 
whereas  Ruthie  —  in  a  heartbreakingly  fun¬ 
ny  sequence  —  tries  assuming  a  respectable 
pose  so  she  won’t  be  separated  from  Sylvie. 
Together  they  iron  clothes,  straighten  their 
hair,  stay  in  from  the  cold,  even  pretend  to 
eschew  provocative  reading  —  all  masquer¬ 
ades  of  taming  womanhood.  But  as  in  the 
rest  of  Housekeeping,  orderliness  is  a  delu¬ 
sion  for  these  spirited  women.  The  moor¬ 
ings  slip  even  further  at  the  film’s  haunting 
close. 

Unfolding  as  a  memoir  from  Ruthie’s 
point  of  view  as  narrator,  the  film  feels  self- 
conscious  in  its  strangeness.  But  with  crafty 
nonchalance  it  also  portrays  unusual 
behavior  as  fully  rational  —  the  enormous 
stacks  of  newspapers  collected  by  Sylvie 
seem  entirely  in  place  in  their  kept/unkempt 
house.  Lunacy  is  an  arbitrary  distinction. 
Danger,  too,  feels  random  from  the  first 
shaky  moment  in  Housekeeping  when 
Ruthie  and  Lucille’s  mother  lets  their  car 
drift  across  the  center  lane  in  front  of  an  on¬ 
coming  truck.  From  the  outset,  Ruthie 
wonders  how  much  of  the  story  she  narrates 
is  “real  memory”  versus  imagination.  It’s  a 
fine  point  to  ponder  amidst  this  film  of 
elusive  truths.  □ 

Siesta 
a  snooze 

Siesta.  Directed  by  Mary  Lambert.  With  Ellen 
Barkin  and  Jodie  Foster.  At  the  Nickelodeon-USA 
Cinema. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Fans  of  Ellen  Barkin  will  not  be  impress¬ 
ed  with  her  talents  in  Siesta,  the  first 
feature  film  by  director  Mary 
Lambert  (of  Madonna  music  video  fame). 
Not  that  it’s  Barkin’s  fault,  per  se,  through 
why  such  a  stunning  performer  agreed  to 
traipse  mindlessly  through  this  utterly 
laughable  movie  re- 
,  mains  as  mysterious 
llllfl  as  the  plot.  (Which 
ostensibly  involves 
risk,  passion  and  murder  in  oh-so-ethnically 
interesting  Spain.)  However,  fans  of  Jodie 
Foster  may  want  to  tune  in  for  a  view 
anyway.  She  absolutely  steals  the  screen 
with  a  vampy  bit  part  as  a  gold-digging 
socialite.  The  hotel  room  seduction  scene 
between  Foster  and  Barkin  is  unfortunately 
not  quite  worth  the  admission  price,  since 
the  come-on  gets  interrupted  and  the  story 
line  in  Siesta  is  too  hokey  to  even  pass  as 
camp.  Well,  maybe  it’s  worth  it....  U 
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n  the  late  ’60s  and  early  to  mid-'70s, 
activists  like  George  Jackson  and  Eldridge 
Cleaver  got  political  schooling  in  prison.  Even 
many  well-educated  middle-class  people  did 
a  little  time  for  their  civil  rights  work,  anti- 
w-ar  protests  or  experimentation  with  drugs. 
The  concrete  prison  experience  of  many 
agitators  and  the  prevailing  radical  critique 
of  social  institutions  made  prison  issues  a 
concern  of  the  Left.  Now,  in  the  late  ’80s, 
prison  activism  and  knowledge  of  the 


criminal  justice  system  stand  at  perhaps  an 
all-time  low.  Cutbacks  in  government  aid  to 
poor  people  have  ensured  that  more  and 
more  people  will  go  to  prison  for  economic 
crimes.  At  the  same  time,  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  attack  on  subsidized  legal  aid 
has  made  it  even  more  difficult  for  those 
charged  with  “crimes”  to  defend  themselves 
and  keep  their  freedom.  The  opportunistic 
war  on  drugs  —  a  campaign  to  catch  the 
small-time  dealers  on  the  street  rather  than 
the  kingpins  who  will  buy  their  way  ou:  in 
any  case  —  further  increases  the  number  of 
prisoners  without  resources  or  political  in¬ 
fluence.  And  AIDS  continues  to  be  used  by 
prison  systems  as  an  excuse  for  greater 
abuses  inside  —  particularly  against  gay 
people  and  drug  users. 

What  this  all  adds  up  to  is  a  hard  lime  for 
doing  prison  work.  And  for  most  of  us.  it’s 
difficult  to  get  to  the  point  of  considering 
such  work  because  we  have  very  little  infor¬ 
mation  about  what  prisons  are  really  up  to 
and  how  the  system  works.  The  common 


myths  about  prison  life  —  bolstered  by  the 
media  and  popular  culture  —  paint  hazy  pic¬ 
tures  for  us  of  bars,  numbered  gray  jump¬ 
suits  and  burly  guajcjs^AruDhesystem  itself 
keeps  alight  lid  on  public  information;  it  is, 
for  example,  virtually  impossible  to  get  a 
fiscal  breakdown  of  prison  budgets.  We 
don’t  know  how  much  they  spend  on  educa¬ 
tion  programs,  on  job  training,  etc.  They 
don’t  want  us  to  know. 

What  they  do  want  us  to  continue  believ¬ 
ing  is  that  the  “bad  guys”  go  to  jail,  if  you 
can  only  catch  them  and  they  don’t  elude  the 
“good  guys”  on  an  irrelevant  technicality. 
That  the  majority  of  prisoners  are  violent 
and  that  prisons  are  the  only  way  to  keep  us 
safe  from  the  mad  dogs  out  there  who  want 
to  hurt  us.  Most  of  us  have  sympathies  for 
people  like  Virginia  LaLonde.  who  recently 
did  time  in  Massachusetts  for  refusing  to 
disclose  the  whereabouts  of  her  daughter 
who  she  believed  had  been  sexually  abused 
by  the  girl’s  father.  And  we  probably  don’t 
believe  battered  women  who  kill  their 


boyfriends  or  husbands  in  self-defense  3 
deserve  to  get  locked  up.  But  still,  when  we  j 
hear  a  convicted  rapist  escaped  from  a 
prison  near  our  home,  we  want  him  put  1 
back;  prisons  can  seem  comforting  and  1 
necessary. 

'  .What  our  fears  and  the  dictates  of  social  j 
control  don’t  often  let  us  ^ee  is  that  a  tiny  | 
fraction  —  maybe  10-20  percent  at  most  —  j 
of  prisoners  are  in  for  violent  crimes.  Most  j 

are  there  because  they’re  poor  and  they  tried 


—  in  one  way  or  another  —  to  survive.  Our 
very  political  community,  active  in  so  many 
arenas,  on  so  many  issues,  remains  strangely 
unperturbed  by  the  criminal  justice  system. 
If  we  think  about  daily  life  in  a  cage  at  all. 
we  generally  believe  it’s  not  that  bad.  They 
must  have  programs,  prisoners  are  fed 
relatively  well,  and  they  don’t  have  to  be 
responsible  for  their  lives  —  something  my 
grandmother  recently  told  me  in  a  conversa¬ 
tion  about  her  disabled  sister  who  lives  in  a 
state  rest  home.  The  majority  of  people  in 
my  large  tightly-knit  and  well-off  family 
cannot  bear ,  they  say,  to  visit  my  great- 
aunt.  But  what  they  really  mean  is  that  they 
don’t  want  to  see  so  they  don’t  have 
worry  and  won’t  have  to  act. 

The  two  letters  below  from  a  lesbi 
prisoner  in  Nevada  expose  many  of  the 
blems  of  the  criminal  justice  system  — 
especially  the  arbitrary  nature  and  unlimited 
power  of  the  officials  who  rule  prisons. 


October  31,  1987 


Dear  GCN, 

I  am  a  21 -year-old  woman  being  held  in 
an  isolation  cell  at  the  Nevada  “Corrup- 
tional  Center,”  under  the  care  of  our  il¬ 
lustrious  warden,  Brenda  Burns.  I  am  doing 
90  days  isolation  for  a  so-called  escape.  That 
alone  should  give  you  an  idea  of  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on.  NOBODY  who  truly  escapes  re¬ 
ceives  that  mild  of  a  segregation  sentence.  I 
feel  I  received  this  amount  of  time  because 
the  warden  was  pushing  the  [disciplinary] 
committee  for  a  finding  of  guilt  to  support 
the  media  reports  made  after  the  whole  inci¬ 
dent  was  over.  I  have  also  been  referred  to 
tho director  of  Nevada  Dept,  of  Prisons  for 
forfeiture  of  statutory  good  time.  [Prisoners 
are  usually  given  variable  length  sentences 
—  they  get  “good  time,”  i.e.  are  allowed  to 
leave  before  the  maximum  possible  sentence 
if  they  play  more  or  less  by  the  rules  of  the 
game.]  If  he  approves  it,  I  could  end  up  do¬ 
ing  more  time  in  prison  because  of  these 
false  accusations. 

1  guess  I  need  to  clarify  how  I  am  not  guil¬ 
ty  of  this  so-called  escape.  I  had  been  placed 
at  a  “Restitution  Center”  in  Reno,  Nevada. 
At  this  program,  you  work  on  the  streets  at  a 
regular  job  and  return  to  the  center  when 
your  shift  is  over.  While  at  work,  you  are 
allowed  to  leave  your  work  site  to  eat,  as 
long  as  you  stay  within  a  half-mile  radius  of 
where  you  work.  1  left  my  job  for  one  hour 
and  five  minutes  and  stayed  within  the  half- 
mile  radius.  I  then  called  the  center  and  ask¬ 
ed  them  for  a  pick-up.  Apparently,  a  securi¬ 
ty  officer  at  my  job  site,  who  wasn’t  aware 
of  my  privileges,  called  the  center  when  I 
left,  and  told  the  center  I  had  “walked 
away”  (considered  escape).  So  when  the 
center  picked  me  up,  they  took  me  to  the 
center  instead  of  taking  me  back  to  work. 

I  would  also  like  to  note  that  this  security 
officer,  who  hates  gays,  accused  me  of  hav¬ 
ing  “sexual  aggregations”  with  a  woman 
who  worked  at  the  place  I  worked  for.  This 
is  not  true  —  we  were  strictly  friends  and  our 
relationship  was  platonic.  We  had  no  con¬ 
tact  other  than  on  a  business  level,  at  work. 
This  accusation  threatens  her  job,  her  fami¬ 
ly  and  personal  life,  our  friendship,  and  also 
played  very  negatively  at  my  disciplinary 
hearing  because  the  captain  here  has  the 
worst  case  of  homophobia  I’ve  ever  seen. 
He  especially  has  a  problem  with  young  les¬ 
bians  —  he  assumes  we  are  “prison  turn¬ 
outs”  [aren’t  really  queer,  but  are  sleeping 
with  women  while  in  prison],  (I  have  been  at 
it  since  I  was  15,  but  he  refuses  to  accept  this 
as  I  was  bi  until  three  years  ago.) 

Throughout  the  duration  of  this,  the 
prison  has  violated  almost  every  procedure 
and  guideline  in  the  book  THEY  wrote  ap¬ 
plying  to  matters  such  as  this.  They  have 
denied  me  every  form  of  relief  available  in 
the  prison  system  here  (even  though  the 


points  I  have  raised  are  inarguable  and  in 
writing  in  the  Code  of  Penal  Discipline). 
Most  seriously  and  importantly,  they  con¬ 
stantly  deny  me  access  to  the  materials,  in¬ 
formation,  contacts  and  assistance  I  need 
not  only  to  fight  this,  but  also  to  prepare  a 
Petition  for  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  This  is 
against  my  constitutional  right  concerning 
access  to  the  courts.  They  are  fully  aware  of 
this,  but  continue  to  do  it  anyway. 

I  am  still  trying  to  prepare  the  Petition  for 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  for  filing.  I  will  soon 
have  legally  EXPIRED  this  sentence,  but 
they  have  no  intention  of  releasing  me  then 
and  are  quelling  my  attempts  to  seek 
assistance  and  relief  through  the  court 
system. 

They  also  insured  that  I  would  be  denied 
parole  in  August  of  this  year  by  submitting  a 
“Board  Report”  to  the  parole  board  that 
was  full  of  false  and  misleading  informa¬ 
tion.  When  I  questioned  parts  of  it,  I  was 
told  “Take  it  up  when  you  see  the  board.” 
They  didn’t  change  a  single  word  of  it  even 
though  it  was,  point  blank,  bullshit.  Ob¬ 
viously,  the  board  read  the  report  before 
they  ever  saw  my  face  and  when  I  tried  to  de¬ 
fend  myelf  they  made  me  look  like  an  idiot. 
I  mean,  how  can  you  go  in  and  give  your  side 
when  they  have  a  report  in  front  of  them 
that  says  you’re  nothing  but  a  perpetual  pro¬ 
blem.  (I  have  this  bad  habit,  better  yet,  the 
audacity  to  throw  a  wrench  in  their  machine 
every  chance  I  get  by  writing  grievances  and 
contacting  the  press.)  My  habit  of  writing 
grievances  wasn’t  discussed  specifically; 
they  use  other  words  for  it  —  “trouble¬ 
maker”  heads  the  list. 

I’d  like  to  know  how  they  can  call  fighting 
their  homophobic  oppression  “troublemak¬ 
ing.”  I’m  not  screwing  their  daughter!  I’m 
surely  not  interested  in  screwing  them  in  a 
literal  senst  homever  I  choose  to  make 


love  with  is  strictly  my  business.  And  until 
the  day  I  cause  them  problems,  other  than 
those  they  create  in  their  minds,  they  can 
stay  out  of  it. 

Thank  you, 
Liesl  Hale 


P.S.  I  would  really  like  to  receive  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  GCN  of  my  own.  While  I  was  in 
population  I  read  someone  else’s  copy,  but 
now  that  I’m  in  the  rack  [isolation]  I  don’t 
have  access  to  population  as  far  as  passing 
things,  so  I’m  cut  off.  I  really  miss  GCN.  I 
have  gained  much  knowledge  of  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on  “out  there”  from  it,  and  contacts 
with  other  publications  and  organizations. 
It’s  also  a  lifesaver  to  know  the  community 
is  alive  and  strong. 


ment  of  Prisons  director,  warden  and  the 
Carson  City  Sheriff’s  Dept.  play.  I  opened 
up  their  little  closets  of  horror,  and  through 
inarguable  statements  of  fact,  shot  their 
credibility  straight  down  the  drain.  Needless 
to  say,  I  definitely  pissed  a  few  people  off 
(the  warden  heard  the  whole  thing  from 
start  to  stop).  I  served  my  purpose,  though: 
a  large  number  of  people  in  the  community 
put  another  piece  in  their  puzzle  of 
understanding  the  prison  system  and  now 
they  want  answers. 

Now  I  would  like  to  send  a  message  out  to 
all  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  prison, 
especially  those  in  Nevada: 

By  being  part  of  “us,”  I  am  personally 
aware  of  the  problems  we  face,  and  more 
seriously,  how  much  these  problems  are  lied 
about,  covered-up,  ignored  and  put-off.  We 
don ’t  have  a  chance  in  hell  of  having  anyone 
help  us  help  ourselves  if  we  don’t  open  up 
and  let  our  voices  be  heard  and  our  pro¬ 
blems  brought  out  in  the  open.  It’s  up  to  us, 
no  one  can  help  if  they  don’t  see  us,  hear  us, 
and  most  of  all,  realize  that  we  won’t  go 
away.  We  need  to  let  people  know  that  the 
prison  system  is  a  farce,  that  rehabilitation  is 
a  term  used  by  people  who  haven’t  walked 
our  paths,  and  that  we  aren’t  just  “those 
criminals.”  We  are  people,  individuals, 
HUMAN  BEINGS! 

We  need  to  publicize  the  issues  prison  of¬ 
ficials  and  legislators  hide.  I’m  talking 
about: 


1)  building  fences  instead  of  alternatives 

2)  misappropriating  money 

3)  the  lack  of  programs  inside  the  fence  that 
address  our  needs 

4)  the  lack  of  educational  programs  that  will 
help  us  once  released,  not  just  pacify  us 
while  we’re  here 

5)  the  violations  of  the  few  civil  rights  we 
have  left 

6)  the  incompetency  of  the  guards  and  every 
other  type  of  prison  employee 


November  2,  1987 

Dear  GCN, 

Since  1  last  wrote  to  you  the  situation  here 
has  heated  up  considerably.  Per  a  live  inter¬ 
view  yesterday  with  a  local  radio  station  here 
in  Carson  City,  I  managed,  in  less  than  ten 
minutes,  to  address  a  good  quantity  of  the 
problems  Nevada  inmates  face.  My  primary 
point  was  the  game  of  cover-up  our  Depart- 


Come  on!  Get  off  your  butts!  Do  you  like  j 
this  shit?  Do  you,  want  to  spend  the  rest  of  | 
your  lives  here?  Have  they  torn  you  so  far  j 
apart  that  you  can  be  complacent  and  j 
apathetic  when  someone  is  taking  the  pro- j 
verbial  piss  in  your  Post  Toasties?  These  six  I 
things  are  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  These  I 
fucks  run  your  lives,  they  tell  you  when  to  I 
eat,  sleep,  and  shit  —  not  to  mention  who,  I 
where,  when,  and  how  you  have  sex!  I 


Rest  homes  can  get  away  with  unspeakable 
crimes,  but  prisons  where  we  put  people  we 
often  believe  deserve  to  be  punished,  get 
away  with  so  much  more.  The  rules  out  here 
—  such  as  they  are  —  just  don’t  apply  inside 
where  nobody  can  see  but  the  prisoners. 
One  blatant  example  comes  to 
Thirteenth  Amendment,  .which  abolishes 
slavery,  except  in  prisons:  “Neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
/punishment  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  con victed{e mphasis  added}, 
shall  exist  within  the  United  States  or  any 

Klace  subject  to  their  jurisdiction.”  These 
ords  are  becoming  more  and  more  true  as 
.private  corporations  move  to  take  over 
prisons  —  institutions  that  daily  become 
more  and  more  “big  business.”  Prisoners, 
are  routinely  forced  to  work  —  sometimes 
for  pennies  a  day  —  not  for  restitution  to 
people  they  stole  from,  but  as  money¬ 
makers  for  state  and/or  private  coffers.  If 
.they  don’t  work,  they  face  retaliation  from 
guards,  they  may  be  put  in  isolation  and/or 
compelled  to  do  the  maximum  time  for  their 
“crimes.”  As  Liesl  Hale  notes  in  her  letters, 
prisons  are  allowed  to  routinely  take  away 
[YEARS  from  a  person’s  life  in  retaliation 
'  for  not  playing  the  game.  Similarly,  those 
who  don’t  play  can  be  denied  participation 
,jn  educational  programs,  etc.  —  education 
a  prison  is  not  a  right  but  a  privilege  doled 
very  selectively. 


While  Liesl  urges  prisoners  to  take 
responsibility  for  what  happens  to  them,  to 
unite  againstdmMMkm^t  urging  that  people 
inside  compete  with  each  other  for  crumbs, 
the  tact  is  that  we  as  a  community  allow  the 
abuses  to  continue.  We  allow  class  to  be  the 
arbiter  of  who  gets  punished  for  “crimes.” 
We  allow  poverty  itself  to  be  considered  a 
“crime.”  And  once  people  get  locked  up, 
we  leave  it  to  the  experts  to  decide  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  whom. 

The  myth  of  prisons  as  safekeeping  for 
society  has  to  be  blown  apart.  What  makes 
people  write  bad  checks  and  steal  cars?  The 
bigger  problems  of  race  and  class  —  of  ex¬ 
ploitation  generally  —  don’t  go  away 
because  you  hide  people  who  insist  on  living 
despite  exploitation.  Even  the  problem  of 
violence  —  against  women,  gay  people,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  —  doesn’t  go  away  because  you 
trap  a  few  perpetrators.  But  then  it  starts  to 
seem  all  too  big  to  take  on  —  it’s  the  whole 
society  that  needs  changing.  But  there  are 
also  reforms  that  can  happen  and  w-e  need 
them,  too.  W'e  need  to  push  for  public 
review  groups  of  parole  boards  —  some 
kind  of  accountability  from  the  institutions 


to  whom  we  hand  over  approximately  one- 
half  to  one  million  people  at  any  given  time. 
sAYe  need  subsidized  legal  aid  for  prisoners 
who  rarely  have  the  resources  to  contest 
their  eon  visions  or  sentences.  And  we  need 
to  write  to  prisoners  and  to  the  keepers  of 
prisoners.  • 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  doing 
anything  at  all  can  write  to  the  GCN  prisoner 
project.  We  would  also  appreciate  informa¬ 
tion  such  as  Liesl  provides  about  resources 
for  prisoners  in  various  states  and  names  of 
people  willing  to  be  contacts  for  prisoners 
when  they  get  out. 

Readings  of  interest* 

GC/V s  Lesbian  Prisoner  Supplement  is  free 
in  any  quantity.  It  includes  articles  from 
prisoners  on  relationships  inside,  health 
care,  politics,  use  of  drugs  against  prisoners 
and  more.  Just  write  and  let  us  know  how 


Miuw  vzi  via  tv 


many  copies  you  want.  It  you® 
organization  that  might  be  willing  to 
distribute  copies  or  put  them  out  for  people 
to  see,  let  us  knojfopgg/:'  Jj 

H  omen  in  Prison,  by  Kathryn  Watterson 
Burkhart,  Popular  Library',  NY  1976 

Instead  of  Prisons,  by  Prison  Research 
Education  Action  Project,  Syracuse  NY 
1976.  Write  to  the  Project  at  3049  E. 
Genesee  St.,  Syracuse,  NY  13224. 

Kind  and  Unusual  Punishment,  by  Jessica 
Mitford,  Alfred  Knopf,  NY  1971. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


off 


Please. ..I’m  not  into  that  much  control, 
especially  when  some  self-righteous, 
homophobic,  egotistical  and  ignorant 
asshole  is  laying  it  down  on  me  with  a  stick 
or  whatever  they  feel  like  using  against  me  to 
get  me  to  comply.  If  we  don’t  stand  up, 
unite,  and  fight  for  ourselves  we  might  as 
well  hang  it  up  because  you  can  bank  that 
nobody  else  will  do  it  for  us! 

First  a  warning:  Let  everyone  you  contact 
know  that  you  face  very  serious  repercus¬ 
sions  for  what  you  are  doing.  Prison  of¬ 
ficials  don’t  get  as  rowdy  when  they  know' 
they  are  under  scrutiny  from  those  who  can 
make  their  bullshit  known.  This  outside 
pressure  can  help  insure  that  our  rights  to 
free  speech  and  freedom  of  the  press  are  not 
violated. 

Second,  don’t  get  physical.  The  minute 
you  raise  your  fists  you  beat  yourself  into 
submission  —  if  they  don’t  beat  your  head 
in  before  you  get  that  far.  If  you  get  jacked 
up,  go  peacefully  and  stand  silent .  The  goon 
squad  and  stun  gun  will  always  win,  and 
they’re  doing  this  because  you  opened  your 
mouth  —  they’d  be  more  than  happy  to  shut 
it  for  you. 

Third,  use  intelligence,  honesty  and 
logical  reasoning.  If  someone  gets  a  little  hot 
and  bothered  it’s  only  because  you  hit  a  sen¬ 
sitive  spot  (ya,  grab  them  by  the  balls),  keep 
driving.  Anger  promotes  action  —  you  just 
have  to  direct  it  in  a  positive  way. 

Fourth,  don’t  bitch  and  whine  —  just  lay 
out  the  facts.  Don’t  let  your  personal  feel¬ 
ings  override  your  point.  Feelings  are  impor¬ 
tant,  but  feelings  don’t  bring  about  change 
—  acting  on  those  feelings  does.  Save  the  life 
of  your  tear  ducts,  let  the  tears  flow  once 
you’ve  won. 

*  Most  of  all,  don’t  quit!  If  they  fuck  with 
you,  fuck  back.  Stand  up  and  keep  walking 
no  matter  how  many  times  they  lay  you 
down.  If  you  didn’t  feel  stongly  about  this, 

I  you  wouldn’t  have  started  up  to  begin  with. 
Besides,  the  more  they  blow  it,  the  more  am¬ 
mo  you  have.  Remember,  too,  that  the 
minute  you  start,  you’ve  got  people  wat¬ 
ching  every  move  you  make.  If  you  quit,  or 
use  your  actions  for  personal  gain,  you  w  ill 
have  served  no  purpose  —  not  your  own  and 
surely  no  one  else’s. 

k  Here  are  a  couple  of  resources  for  Nevada 
inmates.  I  list  only  these  two  because  they 
are  in  Carson  City  where  our  illustrious 
director  lives,  and  where  the  state  govern¬ 
ment  is  based.  Also,  Carson  City  houses 
three  major  prisons  (NWCC,  NNCC,  and 


NSP)  so  the  poeple  in  this  area  tend  to  be 
more  concerned  about  prison  issues. 

Nevada  Appeal 
P.O.  Box  2288 
Carson  City,  NV  89701 

KPTL  Radio  (1300  AM) 

1937  N.  Carson  St. 

Carson  City,  NV  89701 

Also,  contact  out  of  state  prisoners  for  in¬ 
formation  on  what  they  are  doing  (be  cool 
about  letter  content  until  you  know  what’s 
up  on  the  other  end  as  they  may  have 
strategies  we  don’t  and  vice-versa).  Nevada 
prisoners  are  NOT  allowed  to  make  direct 
contact  through  the  mail  unless  it’s 
specifically  authorized,  although  we  are 
allowed  to  send  and  receive  mail  from  other 
states.  It’s  the  old  “Divide  and  Conquer” 
theory.  But  it  doesn’t  stop  us  from  hooking 
up  with  a  few  stand-up  people  at  our  in¬ 
dividual  prisons,  so  they  really  haven’t  ac¬ 
complished  much. 

Remember  that  this  is  our  problem  —  let’s 
try  to  solve  it.  If  we  can’t  change  everything, 
we  can  at  least  give  them  a  hard  enough  time 
and  force  them  to  do  something  to  clean  up 
the  shit  or  lose  their  jobs  (notice  I  say  clean 
up,  not  cover  up.)  If  they  say  they’re  doing 
something,  keep  an  eye  on  it  —  it  may  be 
just  another  “See,  we  try”  lie.  And  as  soon 
as  we  let  up,  eveything  goes  right  back  to 
square  one. 

Hey,  what  are  you  still  sitting  there  for? 
Grab  a  pen  and  paper  and  get  busy!  Better 
yet,  hit  the  law  library  —  if  you  have  access 
to  it  —  and  banzai!!!  What  have  you  got  to 
lose  in  comparison  to  what  we  can  all  gain? 

In  spirit, 
Liesl  Hale 

P.S.  I’m  sorry  this  had  to  be  sent  without 
being  typed.  I’m  still  in  the  rack  (isolation) 
and  if  my  feelings  are  on  target,  I’m  going  to 
kill  my  sentence  right  where  I’m  at.  Unless, 
by  some  miracle,  the  Warden  gets  a  bug  up 
her  ass  and  ships  me  to  Siberia  or  Alcatraz! 
(Ha,  Ha!)  I  wish  she  would,  obviously  this 
place  has  some  major  problems.  1  wish  I 
could  transfer  (no  dice,  1  tried). 

GCN,  you  are  the  best  —  1  appreciate  just 
'knowing  you  hear  us. 


A  message  from 
a  sister  inside 

•  '  \  - 

:  y :  ♦  •  x 

By  Liesl  Hale 


Be  a  penpal 

I  could  also  use  a  liuJe  emotional  support  — 
male  or  female,  prisoner  or  free  person.  I 
will  answer  anv  who  write. 

Liesl  Hale  23254 
P.O.  Box  7007/NWCC 
Carson  City,  NV  89702 

Letters  to  the  prison 

Any  letters  written  to  the  Nevada  Dept,  of 
Prisons  Director,  George  Sumner,  concern¬ 
ing  what  Warden  Burns  is  doing  here,  would 
be  very  helpful  to  me  and  every  other 
woman  in  this  prison  that  catches  the  brunt 
of  her  actions  and  decisions.  She’s  a  master 
at  the  games  “Divide  and  Conquer”  and 
"Cover  Up,”  but  she  tends  to  relent  and 
correct  the  problems  when  she  is  “called  on 
the  carpet”  by  Sumner  and  when  outside 
people  start  asking  questions.  We  desperate¬ 
ly  need  outside  voices  to  the  Director  con¬ 
cerning  the  games  our  warden  plays. 

Write: 

George  Sumner 

Director  Nevada  Dept,  of  Prisons 
Box  7000-NDOP  Administration 

Carson  City.  NV  89702 


A  message: 

Butch,  | 

I  think  1  passed  Rebel  Training  101  — 
wish  1  could  get  a  report  card  via  the  U.S. 

Postal  Service.  I  miss  you  just  as  much  as  I 
did  October  4,  1986.  I  will  always  love  you 
for  showing  me  myself  by  opening  your 
heart  to  me.  I  didn’t  deserve  you,  how'  you 
saw  the  core  I’ll  never  kno wm 


Self-help  manual 

“One  of  thg||||||sons  you  are  confined 
Hnder  such  atrocious  conditions  is  the 
failure  of  all  of  you  (Hispanics,  blacks, 
native,  Americans,  whites,  etc.)  to  set  aside 
your  petty  jealousies  and  dislikes  and  your 
claims  to  machismo  in  order  to  form  a 
united  concrete  legal  organization  which 
will  have  a  say  concerning  the  conditions 
under  which  you  are  incarcerated.  Every 
person  1  knew  while  incarcerated  hated 
those  confining  them.  But,  almost  every 
prisoner  of  any  ethnic  group  or  gang  hated 
each  other  even  more.  This  presented 
prisoners  from  organizing  into  a  single 
united  political  force. 

Until  you  can  set  aside  the  societal  condi 
tioning  that  keeps  you  from  working 
together  toward  common  ends,  you  can  ex¬ 
pect  to  remain  confined  under  brutal  and 
dehumanizing  conditions. 

You  look  to  your  pleasures  while  your 
brothers  rot  in  these  concrete  and  steel 

tombs  —  where  you  hide  your  mistakes.  ” 

.  ■:  /  ..'  [  ■  ‘  *; 

D.E.M. 

Washington,  D.C. 

July  19,83 

—  from  Prisoners  Self-Help 
Manual,  Oceana  Press,  75  Main  St.,  Dobbs 
Ferry,  NY  10522.  This  excellent  resource  for 
prisoners  is  very  expensive  —  $14  for  a  copy. 
It  includes  chapters  on  “Using  this  Manual 
and  Using  the  Courts,”  “Legal  Research,” 
“Legal  Writing,”  “Outline  of  the  Legal 
System,”  “Overview  of  Prisoners’  Rights,” 
“Parole,”  and  “Federal  Post-Conviction 
Rcmedi  vs.’’ 


Centerspread  design  by  David  Mynott 


Roberta  Achtenberg  (R.)  with  her  lover,  Calif.  Judge  Mary  Morgan  and  their  son 


Achtenberg 

Continued  from  page  3 

ference  between  the  two  and  Burton  has  the 
name  recognition  factor  in  his  favor,” 
Morin  said.  He  explained  that  Burton  has 
“credibility”  on  almost  every  issue  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  district,  including  environmental 
protection,  women’s  rights,  abortion,  the 
right  to  privacy,  housing  and  AIDSV  “In  his 
ten  years  in  the  Assembly  Burton  gained  a 
reputation  for  being  able  to  move  legislation 
...  that  is  why  Willie  Brown  wants  him 
there.”  In  1968  John  Burton  introduced 
consenting  adult  legislation  aimed  at 
decriminalizing  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality. 

Achtenberg  faces  several  political 
obstacles  if  elected.  She  would  have  to  con- 

“[I  am]  proud  to  be  a 
lesbian,  but  my  candidacy  is 
much  more  than  that.  ” 

tend  with  a  state  legislature  that  is  increas¬ 
ingly  anti-gay.  State  Sen.  John  Doolittle  has 
introduced  ten  separate  anti-gay  AIDS  bills 
in  the  last  year  alone.  The  LaRouche  in¬ 
itiative,  which  would  give  the  state  health 
department  the  power  to  quarantine  people 
with  AIDS,  is  gaining  momentum.  And  as 
the  AIDS  toll  mounts  in  Los  Angeles  and 
San  Francisco,  the  need  for  more  AIDS 
funding  will  rise.  However,  “freshmen” 
legislators  are  allowed  funding  for  only  four 
staff  assistants,  compared  to  fifteen  for 
established  leaders  like  Agnos.  “My  deci¬ 
sion  not  to  run  was  based  in  part  on  the  fact 
that  I  felt  I  would  not  be  able  to  adequately 
represent  the  needs  of  the  district  given  this 
situation,”  said  Norman.  Morin  added  that 
one  of  the  most  important  issues  facing  the 
state  is  for  the  Democrats  to  retain  their  slim 
four-seat  majority.  If  the  Republicans  were 
to  gain  power,  most  observers  agree  that 
they  would  redistrict  the  San  Francisco  gay 
and  lesbian  community  out  of  any  hope  of 
ever  electing  one  of  its  own. 

Norman  and  Morin  also  cited  fundraising 
problems  that  may  beset  Achtenberg,  who 
after  two  weeks  has  raised  510,000.  Burton 
will  easily  raise  5500,000,  making  pro¬ 
gressive  dollars  scarce  for  Achtenberg,  said 
Norman.  “The  money  that  we  do  have  goes 
toward  fighting  LaRouche  and  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  The  community  is  focused  on 
these  issues.  It  would  be  easier  if  John  were 
seen  as  an  enemy  but  if  people  feel  they 
don’t  have  to  spend  money  they  won’t.” 


Still,  Norman  and  Morin  emphasized  that 
the  gay  community,  as  well  as  Achtenberg, 
have  nothing  to  lose.  They  said  that  by  rais¬ 
ing  important  issues,  such  as  AIDS  funding, 
the  community  could  force  Burton  to  deal 
with  them  directly.  “I  agree  that  it  is  our 
time  to  elect  someone.  It  is  up  to  us  to  find  a 
way  to  do  it.  However,  the  16th  is  not  a  great 
district  to  achieve  that  goal,”  said  Morin. 

Achtenberg  said  that  she  believes  “going 
to  the  Assembly”  is  only  one  of  the  many 
ways  to  help  the  community.  “I  do  not 
believe  we  should  stop  litigating  and  start 
organizing,  I  believe  we  should  keep 
litigating  and  keep  organizing.  I  think  that 
by  litigating  in  the  courts  we  can  win  things 
that  would  have  been  lost  in  the  political 
arena  and  vice  versa,”  said  Achtenberg. 
One  of  the  problems  with  Bowers  v.  Hard¬ 
wick  (the  Supreme  Court  decision 
upholding  the  Georgia  sodomy  law),  accor¬ 
ding  to  Achtenberg,  was  that  there  was  not 
enough  political  organizing  accompanying 
the  court  process.  For  example,  she  said,  the 
meaning  of  AB  1 ,  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
bill  introduced  to  the  California  Assembly 
by  Agnos,  is  largely  symbolic  without  the 
ongoing  energy  of  the  state’s  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  AB  1  was  passed  last  year  by 
the  California  legislature  but  vetoed  by 
Republican  Gov.  George  Deukmejian. 

“A  lot  of  being  a  lawyer  —  you  have  to  be 
licensed  by  the  state,  after  all  —  is  a  crock  of 
shit.  I  know  that  in  the  ’60s  I  would  have 
never  dreamed  of  running  for  office.  I 
would  have  been  called  a  traitor.  But  then 
again  I  used  to  think  a  lot  of  things  —  that 
there  would  be  a  revolution  —  that  turned 
out  not  to  be.  Electoral  politics  can  play  a 
clear  pacifying  or  coopting  function,  but  it 
can  be  politically  productive  work. 

“It  is  not  politically  acceptable  to  be  a 
hired  gun  or  work  for  a  corporation  or  work 
just  for  money.  I  think  there  is  an  important 
ideological  function  to  be  performed  by  be¬ 
ing  the  first  openly  gay  elected  represen¬ 
tative  in  the  California  legislature.  But  the 
movement  will  go  on  regardless.  It  is  not  as 
important  as  keeping  a  child  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  custody....  It  does  mean  something  for 
the  way  a  lot  of  people  feel  about  being  gay. 
Harvey  Milk  was  a  politician  and  a  true 
revolutionary  hero.” 

A  Boston  fundraiser  for  Achtenberg  will 
be  held  in  the  spring.  Anyone  interested  in 
helping  to  organize  the  event  should  contact 
Kevin  Cathcart  at  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders,  426-1350.  □ 


Siege 

Continued  from  page  3 

Senate  floor  to  discharge  the  measure  from 
the  Committee  on  Third  Reading.  The  vote 
was  still  far  short  of  the  necessary  two-thirds 
majority;  two  senators  stated  they  changed 
their  vote  against  support  for  discharge 
following  the  Jan.  4  demonstration.  Isaac¬ 
son  said  that  given  the  1987  historic  victory 
of  winning  both  House  and  Senate  majority 
support  for  the  bill,  she  is  confident  that  full 
victory  is  imminent. 

Other  gay  rights  supporters,  including 
Scondras,  are  already  strategizing  about 
how  to  pass  the  bill  this  year.  Civil  disobe¬ 
dience  participant  McCray  said,  “Fifteen 
years  has  shown  that  a  few  controlled  people 
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doing  back  room  lobbying  is  not  going  to  do 
it.  We  need  to  be  out  on  the  streets.  People 
don’t  just  hand  over  civil  rights  and  libera¬ 
tion. ..the  senators  may  say  that  protests 
have  no  impact,  but  they  can’t  help  but 
respect  people  who  have  the  nerve  to  put 
their  bodies  on  the  line  to  stand  up  for  their 
rights.” 

“The  whole  world  is  watching” 

GCN  spoke  with  many  lesbians  and  gay 
men  involved  in  the  Jan.  4  action.  Those 
who  were  arrested  and  other  protesters  of¬ 
fered  detailed  accounts  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tion,  with  corroboration  from  everyone 
contacted  that  excessive  violence  had  been 
used  by  some  law  enforcement  officers. 
Several  protesters  expressed  relief  that  many 
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Arts  and  obits 
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emplified  this  growth.  There  was  an  excit- 
ment  and  an  encouragement  from  both  the 
critics  and  the  public  for  adventurous  ex¬ 
ploration  in  self-expression  and  artistic 
creativity.  Gay  male  artists  were  at  the 
forefront  of  many  of  these  movements.  Off- 
Broadway  and  off-off-Broadway  would 
never  have  developed  without  the  efforts 
and  visions  of  gay  men.  The  same  is  true  of 
dance  and  many  of  the  plastic  arts  as  well  as 
music  and  performance  work. 

Peter  Hujar  started  his  career  as  a  fashion 
photographer  and  later  turned  to  fine  arts 
pictures  and  portraits.  Some  of  his  earliest 
pictures  were  of  gay  people  in  the  arts: 
Charles  Ludlam,  Divine,  William  Bur¬ 
roughs.  Christopher  Street  printed  many  of 
the  photos  which  were  later  collected,  along 
with  the  artist’s  other  photos  of  Mexican 
catacombs,  in  a  volume  entitled  Portraits  in 
Life  and  Death.  Susan  Sontag  wrote  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  book  and  praised  the 
photographer’s  vision  and  sensitivity  to 
both  his  subjects  and  his  art.  Hujar’s  photos 
paved  the  way  for  the  public  acceptance  of 
such  gay  artists  as  Robert  Mapplethorp  and 
Arthur  Tress. 

Choo  San  Goh  was  the  artistic  director  of 
the  prestigious  Washington  Ballet  when  he 
died.  His  first  work  was  presented  by  the 
Dutch  National  Ballet  for  which  he  danced 
in  1973.  He  created  dances  for  ballet  and 
modern  dance  companies  in  Australia, 
Hong  Kong,  Sweden,  Chile  and  Israel.  He 
also  produced  works  for  the  Theater  Com¬ 
pany  of  Harlem,  the  Alvin  Ailey  American 
Dance  Theater  and  the  Boston  Ballet.  Goh 
and  several  other  choreographers  changed 
the  aesthetic  of  ballet  in  the  early  ’80s.  By 
combining  idioms  of  modern  dance  and  the 
structures  of  classical  ballet  he  created  a  new 
look  which  was  both  streamlined  and  ac¬ 
cessible  to  a  wide  audience.  Born  in 
Singapore,  Goh  was  influenced  by  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  Asian  dance  as  well,  some  of  which 
he  combined  in  a  modernized  form  with 
traditional  concepts  of  western  ballet. 

Gerald  Chapman  got  his  start  directing 
the  Gay  Sweatshop  Theater  in  London  (a 
fact  not  mentioned  in  his  New  York  Times 
obit).  He  also  worked  in  London’s  Royal 
Court  Theater  as  the  director  of  the  Young 
Writer’s  Festival.  He  was  then  invited  by 
Stephen  Sondheim  to  America  to  start  a 
similar  project  in  New  York.  In  1983  Chap¬ 
man  and  the  Young  Playwright’s  Festival  of 
New  York  both  won  a  Drama  Critics  Circle 
Award.  In  1984-85  he  worked  at  the 
American  Repertory  Theater  in  Cambridge 
developing  scripts  and  directing  the  Monday 
night  series  at  the  Hasting  Pudding.  Chap¬ 
man  always  said  his  time  at  the  Gay  Sweat¬ 
shop  taught  him  how  to  work  with  actors  in 
a  more  sensitive  manner.  The  exhilaration  of 
working  with  gay  actors  and  breaking  down 
social  taboos  in  dealing  wtih  gay  content 
was  also  creatively  liberating  for  Chapman. 

Barry  Laine  was  one  of  the  senior  editors  of 
Stagebill  magazine  and  a  contributing  editor 
to  Dancemagazine.  But  he  will  be 
remembered  most  for  helping  establish  The 
Glines,  New  York’s  first  gay  theater  and  arts 
center.  Along  with  John  Glines,  Laine 
helped  produce  a  wealth  of  plays  and 
readings  by  gay  writers  —  the  most  famous 
of  which  were  Harvey  Firestein’s  Torch 
Song  Trilogy  and  William  Hoffman’s  As  Is. 
Gay  theater,  as  we  know  it  today,  is  taken  by 
many  audiences  as  given.  Many  do  not  real¬ 
ize  that  in  the  early  ’70s  it  was  Laine’s  and 
other’s  work  —  the  fundraising,  the  casting 
calls,  the  backstage  drudgery,  and  the 
endless  promotional  work  necessary  to  get 
any  press  attention  whatsoever  —  that  made 
gay  theater  a  reality  today. 

Jerry  Carlson  was  the  principal  conductor 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  be¬ 
tween  1981  and  1987.  He  had  lived  in  Los 
Angeles  since  1980  when  he  moved  from 
Chicago  where  he  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Chicago  Gay  Pride  Band  and  co-found¬ 
er  of  the  Windy  City  Chorus.  He  was  also 
the  co-founder  of  the  Gay-Lesbian  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Choruses.  While  many  other  art 
forms  are  limited  in  their  audience  appeal, 
the  rise  in  the  number  of  gay  and  lesbian 
choruses  throughout  the  country  has 
posited  an  important  move  to  musical 
popularism:  a  community-centered  cultural 
expression  which  is  immediately  inspiring 
and  uplifting.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
separate  Jerry  Carlson,  his  music,  and  his 
political  work  from  the  reality  of  an  ever  in¬ 
creasing  sense  of  gay  community  and  gay  ex¬ 
pression  today. 

Looking  over  these  names  and  these 
achievements  it  is  impossible  for  me  not  to 


think  of  the  many  people  who  have  died  of 
AIDS  we  have  not  read  about,  not  heard 
about,  and  who  are  mourned  only  by  their 
friends.  For  each  of  these  artists  there  are 
many  more  —  stagehands,  scene  painters, 
singers,  dancers,  actors,  techworkers, 
designers  and  gofers  —  we  have  lost.  These 
are  the  hidden  deaths,  but  in  a  real  sense 
they  matter  even  more.  For  although  these 
five  men  had  the  good  luck  to  make  names 
for  themselves,  it  was  the  hard  work  of  these 
countless  others  which  allowed  them  to 
reach  the  top.  Every  now  and  then  there  will 
be  a  piece  in  Time,  Newsweek,  New  York 
Magazine  or  Harper’s  about  the  effect  of 
AIDS  on  the  artistic  community.  All  of  the 
usual  names  are  called  up  —  some  of  these 
men  will  now  be  among  them  —  but  for  the 
most  part  these  articles  miss  the  point.  They 
are  predicated  on  viewing  the  death  of  an 
important  artist  from  AIDS  as  a  tragedy  for 
the  arts  world.  That  may  be  true.  The  more 
sobering  fact  is  that  it  is  not  just  the  death  of 
a  Peter  Hujar  or  a  Gerald  Chapman  which 
affects  their  artistic  communities  —  it  is  the 
death  of  anyone  working  in  those  communi¬ 
ties.  The  cost  in  talent,  expertise,  energy  and 
morale  is  incalculable.  We  do  not  know 
what  that  cost  is  now  —  living  in  the  middle 
of  the  battlefield  —  and  may  not  know  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Writing  this  makes  me  realize  how  fright¬ 
ened  I  am  —  not  so  much  of  AIDS  and 
death  and  all  of  the  attending  anxieties,  but 
frightened  of  what  is  going  to  become  of  gay 
artists  and  gay  culture  in  the  next  decade. 
We  are  not  only  losing  some  of  our  best 
talents  —  talents  which  came  of  age  and 
matured  during  a  very  special  period  of  ar¬ 
tistic  history  —  but  we  are  also  forced  to 
create  under  a  new  and  emotionally  strain¬ 
ing  social  and  political  environment  in¬ 
separable  from  the  epidemic. 

I  don’t  think  for  one  minute  that  gay 
culture  and  gay  sensibility  are  going  to  die 
out  because  of  AIDS  —  we  are  too  adap¬ 
table  and  innovative  to  ever  allow  that  to 
happen.  But  I  am  worried  that  because  of 
social,  medical  and  emotional  forces  beyond 
our  control  we  will  be  forced  to  create  in 
self-defense,  in  reaction  to  the  epidemic  and 
the  conservative  political  backlash  it  has 
unleashed,  rather  than  finding  inspiration 
from  our  inner  selves.  I  am  also  worried  that 
the  foothold  gay  men  and  lesbians  have 
made  in  the  arts  —  both  in  mainstream 
popular  culture  and  specifically  gay  en¬ 
vironments  —  will  be  lost.  It  will  either  be 
given  up  because  we  are  too  busy  surviving 
and  mourning,  or  taken  away  because  of  ho¬ 
mophobia  and  public  censure. 

But  despite  the  terrors  of  writing  and 
reading  obits,  there  is  also  the  satisfaction, 
however  incomplete,  that  something  is  being 
done.  Someone’s  life  has  been  noted.  Some 
attention  is  being  paid.  Someone  else  may 
read  and  understand  a  little  more  of  how 
large,  how  inclusive  and  diverse  the  gay 
world  is.  Most  importantly,  though,  it  is  the 
very  act  of  doing  something,  anything,  in 
the  face  of  AIDS  that  matters. 

And  in  taking  such  action  —  as  well  in 
remembering  and  mourning  which  are  part 
of  each  obituary  —  the  pieces  ease  both  the 
terror  and  the  pity,  and  they  become 
political  inseparable  from  the  personal.  □ 
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Capitol  police  without  badges  stand  ready  to  defend  the  Senate  chambers  from  “near-rioting”  queers 


Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 

$60  per  month 

II  lUllll! 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

Call 

C.L.U. 

(617)  426-4469 

Insurance 

for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 
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Office  Park 
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255-2600 
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Gay  Community  News 

62  Berkeley  St.  ( 61 7)426-4469 

Gay  activist  Robert  Wheatly  being  forcibly  removed  from  the  Mass.  Senate  gallery  after  demanding  action  on 
the  gay  rights  bill,  Jan.  4. 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
a  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 
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Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
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newscameras  were  present  since  they  felt 
State  House  court  officers  were  “throwing 
people  around”  very  carelessly  and  it  would 
have  been  worse  without  media  witnesses. 

Some  also  expressed  anger  that  officials 
had  closed  one  of  the  Senate  viewing 
galleries,  an  atypical  occurrence  likely 
undertaken  in  anticipation  of  the  protest. 
Consequently,  the  one  remaining  gallery 
was  full  and  court  officers  forced  protesters 
to  wait  in  line  outside,  which  delayed  the 
start  of  the  civil  disobedience.  When  it  did 
begin  in  the  gallery  at  about  5:00  p.m., 
many  supporters  had  arrived  to  demonstrate 
both  inside  and  outside  the  State  House. 

Bob  Wheatly,  a  gay  activist  and  Unitarian 
minister,  initiated  the  action  by  standing 
and  interrupting  Sen.  David  Locke  who  was 
speaking  about  an  auto  insurance  bill. 
Wheatly  shouted,  “I  object  to  what  you’re 
doing!  Where’s  the  gay  rights  bill?”  As 
court  officers  rushed  to  forcefully  remove 
him,  other  protesters  popped  up  in  turn 
from  throughout  the  gallery  and  presented 
loud,  angry  statements.  Wheatly  was  dragg¬ 
ed  with  alleged  roughness  from  the  gallery, 
sparking  noisy  cheers  and  chanting  from 
hordes  of  supporters  packing  the  corridors. 
McCray,  who  was  carried  out  shortly 
thereafter,  said  that  hearing  the  commotion 
was  a  “magnificent  and  fantastic”  ex¬ 
perience  that  made  her  feel  powerful  and 
somewhat  safer  during  her  arrest. 

Inside,  senators  stopped  their  actions 
while  other  protesters  were  removed  by  of¬ 
ficers.  Activist  French  Wall  reported  receiv¬ 
ing  a  bloody  lip  in  the  process,  while  pro¬ 
tester  John  Hernandez  was  seen  being  pun¬ 
ched  in  the  face  and  grabbed  around  the 
neck.  Specific  violent  acts  against  protesters 
that  were  seen  by  many  witnesses  include  the 
stomping  on  Ray  Drew  as  he  was  lying  on 
the  floor,  and  the  pushing  of  David  Brilihart 
down  several  steps  that  resulted  in  a  bruised 
ankle.  At  least  seven  protesters  sought 
medical  assistance  for  their  injuries.  Other 
protesters  reported  verbal  harassment.  For 
example,  activist  Joseph  Perrson  said  he  was 
called  “fucking  scum  fag”  by  a  court  of¬ 
ficer. 

Capitol  Police  and  State  House  officers 


refused  to  respond  to  questions  from  GCN 
either  during  or  after  the  protest.  The 
Boston  Globe  reported  that  Senate  Chief 
Court  Officer  George  Danielson  said  he  did 
not  think  excessive  force  had  been  used  by 
his  staff.  According  to  activist  Carl  Mann, 
Danielson  was  repeatedly  verbally  abusive 
to  protesters.  Mann  also  said  that  on  the  day 
after  the  demonstration,  Danielson  ar¬ 
bitrarily  refused  to  let  gay  men  and  lesbians 
into  the  Senate  viewing  gallery,  which  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  public  space  open  to  all  people. 

One  episode  that  infuriated  protesters  oc¬ 
curred  when  court  officers  brought  in  bolt 
cutters  to  remove  handcuffs  from  those  do¬ 
ing  civil  disobedience.  Allegedly,  an  officer 
made  a  mock  clipping  motion  as  if  to  cut  the 
neck  of  a  protester.  Reportedly,  Sen.  Bulger 
and  other  senators  who  saw  the  motion 
laughed  and  applauded  the  officer. 

After  the  protest.some  lesbian/gay  rights 
activists  and  supporters  expressed  satisfac¬ 
tion  at  the  magnitude  and  impact  of  the 
demonstration,  as  well  as  their  determina¬ 
tion  to  pursue  legal  action  against  law  en¬ 
forcement  officers.  Explained  Wall,  “We 
exposed  specific  injustices  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  We  want  to  make  it  politically 
damaging  for  senators  ,  who  watched  all  the 
violence,  to  do  nothing  about  it.  Our  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  aren’t  happening.” 

Wall,  who  claimed  he  was  banged  around 
roughly  and  called  “faggot  this  and  faggot 
that”  during  his  arrest,  said,  “It  was  very 
gratifying  to  be  inside  the  gallery  and  hear 
the  crowd  demonstrating  outside.  It  felt  like 
the  State  House  was  under  siege.”  □ 
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All  dressed  up 
and 
nowhere  to  go? 


Welcome  to  the  exciting 
world  of  uninhibited 
personality  expression 
where  you  can  safely  talk 
about  cross  dressing, 
transsexualism, 
transgenderism, 
and  other  related 
issues.  You  must 
be  18  years  of  age  to 
participate.  Calls  cost  20  cents 
for  the  first  minute  and  10 
cents  for  each  minute 
thereafter.  Call  1-550-8887 

MASSACHUSETTS  AREA  CODES  ONLY,  TOLL 
'CHARGE  APPEARS  DISCREETLY  ON  YOUR  PHONE  BILL. 

1'550TVTS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


MIGHTY  MOGUL  BUNS 

GWM  seeks  serious  M/F  downhill  skiers  to  form  net¬ 
work  for  weekday  trips  only.  Share  expenses  of  travel 
and  lodging.  I’m  53  intermediate  level.  Travel  via 
Boston.  Call  Luti  1-636-2984  or  write  Box  412  Westport 
Mass  02790.  _ _ \26) 

GWF  26,  Cute,  athletic,  holistic,  new  age  dyke.  Not  into 

bar  scene,  drinking,  smoking  or  drugs.  New  to  area, 
looking  for  friend /perhaps  more.  Like  cats.  Mists  of 
Avalon,  mountains,  hiking,  laughing,  sharing,  and 
much  more.  Ask  for  Linda  272-4536.  _ (25) 

LF  35  looking  for  a  companion.  I  love  sci-fi,  classical 

music,  thunderstorms,  long  walks  in  woods.  It  would  be 
fun  to  share  these  things.  Contact  Christine,  PO  Box 
956,  Clinton,  MA  01510.  (26) 

I  NEED  A  HOUSEPERSON 

Disabled  prof,  male  35  seeks  clean,  reliable,  discreet, 
obedient  person  to  assist  me  with  personal  needs,  dress¬ 
ing  etc.  Must  appear  straight  and  will  be  submissive. 
Flexible  hours,  room/board,  salary.  Happy  new  year 
Box  272. _ (30) 

HELLO  THERE 

Peabody  here,  looking  for  my  boy,  Sherman.  Produc¬ 
tion  nights  are  so  cold  and  lonely  without  you.  Please 
come  rescue  me  from  the  Wayback  Machine. _ (25) 

GF  FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES! 

You  are  attractive,  warm,  generous,  funloving,  sen¬ 
suous,  turned  on  by  army  fatigues  as  well  as  lingerie,  ap¬ 
preciative,  of,  American  Indian  and  Asian  cultures  and 
desirous  of  a  unique  relationship  with  an  attractive 
multiracial  brown  skin,  medium  build,  woman  of  5’8. 
Box  270, _ • _ (25) 

Very  decent,  hard  working,  brutally  honest,  W45  look¬ 
ing  for  a  good  woman  to  share  life  with  and  start  warm, 
solid  home  with  a  dog,  a  cat,  music  and  a  fireplace.  No 
drugs  but  a  good  sense  of  humor.  Box  269. _ (26) 

NEED  A  FRIEND 

GWM  45  to  55  seeks  sincere  freind.  No  alcohol,  no 
drugs,  no  femmes,  no  overweight.  Easy  to  be  with,  likes 
quiet  living,  some  dancing,  music,  pleasant  looking,  no 
promiscuity.  Would  consider  relationship  if  compatible. 
Would  like  sincere  replies  only.  I  may  be  asking  too 
much.  Box  268. _ (25) 

RIDER  WANTED 

G.M.  wants  rider  to  Southern  Cal.  Leaving  Jan  31. 
Share  driving  and  expenses.  Call  364-26 1 1 .  eves.  (25) 


BE  P.  C. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  com¬ 
puters:  PC,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or 
used-we’re  not  too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or 
Nancy  Wechsler  at  623-51 10  (w)  or  776-9252  (h).  (C) 

Just  because  the  summer’s  over,  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
lay  out.  Join  the  effervescent  crew  at  GCN  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night  from  7-midnight.  We’ll  train  you,  feed  you 
great  food,  you  know  you’ll  love  it.  Call  (617)  426-4469 
for  details. _ _ _ (27) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

DICTIONARY,  anyone! 

The  most  requested  book  at  the  Prisoner’s  Project  is  the 
dictionary.  (Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need  them 
to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.)  If  you  have  a  spare  one 
(paperbacks  especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Thanks! _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and  file  old  photos. 
Have  fun  and  help  GCN  at  the  same  time.  Call 
Stephanie  or  Dan  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING 
ALONE  IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alternative?  Then 
come  to  GCN  Friday  nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the 
paper,  and  meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour,  come 
for  the  evening,  come  to  62  Berkeley  Street,  near  Back 
Bay  “T”  stop,  anytime  after  6pm.  If  the  door  is  locked, 
look  for  our  buzzer  outside  the  door, _ (C) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841 , _ 06) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp  color 
catalog  SI.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brimfield,  MA 
01010.  _ 0?) 


HELP  WANTED 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  COUNSELOR 

Full  time  clinician  to  provide  group  and  individual  ser¬ 
vices  in  outpatient  clinic.  Minority  and  recovering  can¬ 
didates  encouraged  to  apply.  Salary  range 
$17,000-518,500  -  Haart.  76  Pleasant  Street,  Northamp- 
ton,  MA  01060.  _ „ _ (26) 

VISITING  NURSING  AND  HOSPICE  OF  CAMBRIDGE 

Seek  caring  Home  Health  Attendants  to  work  with  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS  in  their  homes.  Training  can  be  provid¬ 
ed.  Ongoing  support  and  supervision.  Call  Judy 
Cassarella  or  Barbara  Field  at  547-2620. _ (26) 

SUPPORT  STAFF 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  seeks  two  perma¬ 
nent,  part-time  staff:  a)  receptionist,  4  days/week.  Re¬ 
quires  pleasant  and  tactful  manner,  clear  telephone 
voice,  sense  of  order,  b)  administrative  assistant,  3/5 
time  (21  hours/week).  Requires  clerical  experience, 
word  processing  skills,  attention  to  detail.  Both'posi- 
tions  require  sympathy  with  the  philosophy  of  non¬ 
violent  social  change  and  the  ability  to  work  with  diverse 
groups.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  by  1/15/88  to: 
Personnel  Coordinator,  AFSC,  2161  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02140.  Inquiries  about  temporary  work  also 
welcomed.  AFSC  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  employer  and  encourages  applications  from  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  women  and  people  who  are  gay,  lesbian, 
handicapped  or  ex -prisoners.  Applicanta  are  considered 
on  the  basis  of  their  qualifications, _ (25) 

HIRING! 

Federal  government  jobs  in  your  area  and  overseas. 
Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or  test. 
$15-68  000.  Phone  call  refundable.  (602)  838-8885.  Ext. 
6433.  _ (22) 


HELP  WANTED 


POSITION  WANTED  ROOMMATE  WANTED 


COMMUNITY  EDUCATION/OUTREACH  SPECIALIST 

Casa  Myrna  Vasquez  is  looking  for  a  Community 
Education/Outreach  Specialist.  Preferrably  a  communi¬ 
ty  person  with  a  degree  in  social  work  or  communica¬ 
tions,  and/or  experience  doing  community  outreach. 
Must  be  bilingual  (Spanish/English).  Traveling  is  re¬ 
quired  —  a  car  is  a  must.  Hours  are  9-5  but  flerxible. 
Main  responsibility  will  be  to  organize  and  coordinate 
all  of  Casa  Myrna’s  educational  presentations  about: 
programs  and  services,  resources  available,  issues  of 
domestic/family  violence. 

CHILD  CARE  COORDINATOR 

Coordinate  day  care  program  for  children  1-12. 
Knowledge  of  child  development/curriculum  planning. 
Two  years  experience  working  in  day  care  early 
childhood  setting.  Supervisory  and  parent  interaction 
skills  required.  Must  be  bilingual. 

TRANSITIONAL  LIVING  PROGRAM  MANAGER 

Responsible  for  program  administration  and  property 
management.  Tenant  selection  and  supervision; 
preparation  of  internal  and  external  program  reports. 
To  serve  as  liason  between  Casa  Myrna  and  other  agen¬ 
cies.  Must  be  bilingual  (Spanish/English),  have  ex¬ 
perience  in  social  work  and/or  a  degree  in  social  work. 
If  you  are  interested  in  these  positions  please  send  your 
resume  to:  Mercedes  Tompkins,  Casa  Myrna  Vasquez, 
Inc.  PO  Box  18019,  Boston,  MA  02118.  Casa  Myrna 
Vasquez,  Inc.  is  an  Hispanic  community-based,  multi¬ 
cultural  intervention,  prevention  education  and  shelter 
program  responding  to  the  needs  of  victims  of  family 
violence  and  abuse.  CMV,  Inc.  is  an  equal  opportunity 
employer. _ (26) 


BOSTON 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 
COMMISSION/ 

INVESTIGATOR 

Under  supervision  of  Executive  Director  conduct  investiga¬ 
tions  of  Human  Rights  violations.  Research  cases,  conduct 
mediation  and  settlement  conferences.  Required: 
experience  in  civil  rights  law  enforcement  or  investigation. 
J.D.  degree  preferred.  Bilingual  skills  preferred,  but  not  re¬ 
quired.  Boston  residency  required.  Salary:  low  to  mid  $20‘s. 
Deadline:  1/19/88. 

Resumes  to:  Jim  Williams,  Boston  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission,  City  Hall  Plaza,  Room  716,  Boston,  MA  02201. 

l  The  City  of  Boston  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 

PATIENT 

FINANCE 

COORDINATOR 

Full-time,  Patient  Services 
Department.  Contact  Nancy  at 
(617)  267-0900. 

NURSE 

PRACTITIONER 

Challenging  full-time  position 
for  nurse  practitioner  interested 
in  primary  care,  women’s 
health,  general  medicine,  and 
HIV-related  illnesses.  To  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment 
program  plus  care  for  diverse 
client  population.  Experience 
preferred;  enthusiasm  required. 

LABORATORY 

TECHNOLOGIST 

Licensed  laboratory  technologist 
needed  for  full-  or  part-time 
generalist  position,  evenings  and 
Saturdays. 

Both  positions  offer  competative 
salaries  &  full  benefits.  Excellent 
work  environment.  Send  resume 
to  Scott  Harris,  Medical  Direc¬ 
tor,  16  Haviland  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02115. 

People  of  color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN 's  PROMO  HOMO  has  Igfl  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (prim)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please. ..the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
321-4254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. _ (*•) 

Well-mannered  &  educated  Christian  lesbian,  39,  seek¬ 
ing  permanent  position  as  household  manager  and/or 
companion  for  single  woman  or  household  manager  for 
female  couple.  Desiring  move  to  New  England.  Send  in¬ 
quiries:  PO  Box  120372,  Arlington,  TX  76012-0372.  (28) 
IN  GOOD  HANDS 

Local  LF  looking  for  odd  jobs  —  graphic  layout  and 
design,  small  repairs,  housecleaning,  childcare,  patient 
care.  Do  not  hesitate  —  Let’s  negotiate.  Keep  trying. 
Sandy  Dwyer,  Box  271 . _  (30) 

SERVICES 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Rev.  Bob  Wheatly,  M.Div. 

Counselor  —  Advisor  —  Confidant 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge  02138 
1430  Mass.  Ave  —  Room  301 

617-868-2320 

Non-Sectarian  —  Values  Centered 


Cinderella  vs.  Mr.  Clean 

Let  Cinderella  get  on  her  hands  8.  knees 
and  clean  up  the  dirt! 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  8.  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


NOT  TOO  CLOSE  6  NOT  TOO  FAR 

Roommates  needed:  5  B.R.  waterfront  house  Quincy 
near  MBTA.  Share  high  yard  w/patio,  private  parking, 
boating,  sunny  deck-pier,  sunporch,  w/fireplace,  large 
kitchen,  w/d,  quiet  "deadend "street.  App.  $450.  mo. 
call  288-4118. _ _ (26) 

TREES  IN  A  CITY 

3  easy-going,  responsible  LF’s  seek  4th  for  our  beautiful 
home  in  Dorchester.  2  flors  (hardwood),  backyard, 
w/d.  No  more  pets-sorry.  Avail  Jan  1.  Near  Red  line. 
$200 -t-  ,436-2752. _ (25) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  38  seeks  mature  resp.  LF  for  beaut.,  spacious  61/2  rm 
condo.  Safe  neighborhood,  steps  from  Arboretum,  T 
and  shooping.  Non-smkr,  no  pets.  $500  includes  util. 
524-2261. _ • _ _ _ (27) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

PROGRESSIVE  COOPERATIVE  HOUSE 

We  are  looking  for  a  woman  or  man  to  join  our 
household  of  mixed  race  and  mixed  sexual  orientation, 
which  includes  3  women  and  2  men.  Available  Jan  15th 
or  sooner.  We  will  consider  a  single  parent  and  child. 
Sorry,  no  cats  allowed.  Call  864- 1 466-evenings  best.  (26) 

2  LFs  (32  &  35)  seek  3rd  for  sunny  JP  apt.  Exc.  condi¬ 

tion.  No  smoking,  pets  ok.  $275+  .  522-4368.  Dec.  or 
Jam _ (25) 

Masculine  GM  30  musician.  Mass  native  looking  for  1/2 
friendly,  considerate,  roommates  and  comfortable, 
relaxed  home,  longterm,  w/parking.  128/495  area,  may 
consider,  NH/VT/RI.  Call  ian  before  10pm,  789-4001. 

_ (25) 

JP  HOME  TO  SHARE 

3  LF  seek  1  more  for  4  bedroom  apt  in  JP.  We’re  fun, 

veggie,  coop.  Have  cat.  Pets  okay.  Non-smoking,  min. 
drinking,  drugs.  $213  +  .  Avail  Jan  I.  522-9351.  (25) 

2  LF’s  for  3  Bdr  apt-Belmont.  Nonsmokers,  semi-veg, 
clean,  into  cooperative,  loving,  cozy  home.  I’m  LF  30 
into  healing  arts,  personal-spiritual  growth.  $280,  near 
“T",  porches,  sunny.  484-1553. _ (25) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-honophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (25) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29'  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  Ig  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
*  232.50/mo  ea.  1  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367. _ (26) 

LF  29  seeks  woman  to  share  lovely  2  bedroom  apt.  in 
Concord.  Avail,  immed.  No  smoke,  no  drink,  $400’. 
Call  Becky  369-1879. _ (26) 

CAMBRIDGE/BELMONT  LINE 

Two  friends  seek  third  LF  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  on  second 
floor  of  house.  Two  Blocks  to  Harvard  Square  T. 
Fireplace,  piano,  w/d.  Lots  of  storage  space.  $365’.  Sue 
or  Noly  489-2313. _ (26) 

GM  seeks  same  for  modern  clean  home  in  Franklin. 
Three  minutes  to  South  Station  commuter  train  or 
1-495.  Quiet  neighborhood.  No  tobacco  or  drugs.  Pets 

OK.  $300  includes  utilities.  520-3876. _ (26) 

LF  22  needs  roommate  for  Somerville  apt.  for  2/1/88. 
5-room,  2-bedroom,  $325’.  Grad,  student  with  2  cats 
(no  more  pets)  seeks  fun,  friendly,  indep.  LF.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  623-5465. _ (26) 
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{  Gay  Community  News  classifieds  j 

■  My  heading  is  ■ 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  254  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  354  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$  -  per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  Weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ - 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ - 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription !  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 

_ inches  x  $  1 5  $ _ 


My  category  it: 

□  PERSONALS  D  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  O  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  D  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Name  _ 

Address _ 

City  _ 

State _  Zip _ 

Phone  ( _ ) _ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


HOUSING  WANTED 


BRIDGEWATER 

LF  Grad,  student  seeks  room  or  house  to  share  in  area 
or  South  Shore.  Quiet,  non-smoking,  responsible.  Call 
Sheila.  477-6490,  Let’s  talk. _ (27) 

APARTMENTS 


CAPE  COD  -  MASHPEE 

4  room  apartment  -  pond  view.  Lease,  no  pets.  $550  in¬ 
cludes  utilities.  First,  last  and  security.  Call  owner 
1-477-9805  (leave  message). _ (27) 

Dorchester  6  rm  2bdrm  1st  fir  remod  kitch/bath  washer 
hkup  new  systems  porch  gas  stv/ht  wtr  oil  heat  safe 
secure  owner  occ  bldg  $600/mo  no  ult  inc.  282-1 196 
weekday  eves  only. _ (27) 


RESORTS 


DEMOCRATIC  CONV.  ATLANTA  ’88 

Bed  and  breakfast.  Convenient  to  the  entire  city.  Call 
for  rate  and  reservations.  Singles  and  couples  welcome. 
(404)  681-0385. _ (25) 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerrto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restrauntss.  Weekly  or  monthly 
rates,  call  John,  899-0388. _ (27) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 
Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  en¬ 
trances  and  free  parking.  Continental  breakfasts,  com¬ 
mon  area  with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central 
Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657. _ (27) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

_ (36) 

CHECK'ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 


fflWmiKMTS 

v*  GUKST  Rooms 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


& 


PUBLICATIONS 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009, _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  ‘‘A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885,  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


FOR  SALE 


Lonely  Rabbit  seeks  new  owner.  Born  in  1977.  Great 
body,  excellent  health.  Quite  well  travelled.  Call  me  up. 
Take  me  home.  625-0264,  $600. _ (26) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite 479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114, _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA 02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate, _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL.  ALUM? 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _ (38) 

COUPLES,  INC. 

We  organized  The  Wedding  at  the  March  .on 
Washington.  If  you  are  in  a  committed  relationship,  or 
ever  will  be,  than  we’re  working  for  your  rights.  P.O. 
Box  13323,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90013.  (213)550-7549.  (27) 

GAY  PRINCETON  ALUMNI 

The  Fund  for  Reunion  is  an  organization  devoted  to  im¬ 
proving  campus  life,  strengthening  alumni  ties,  and  en¬ 
couraging  gay  and  lesbian  studies.  Get  involved!  Con¬ 
tact  The  Fund,  Post  Ofice  Box  1481,  Princeton,  New 
Jersey  08542. _ _ (25) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 


(1S.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


0) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (V15.21) 

GUARDIANdndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  1 7th  St  NY.  NY.  1001 1 _ (ex) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


(15.1) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

s 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

O 

X 

236-1848 

Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman,  —  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist 


AIDS  info 

If  you  want  some  basic  info  on  AIDS, 
(lease  write  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62 
'erkeley,  Boston,  MA  2116. 


Prisoners  with  AIDS 
We  have  a  little  (!)  legal  help  and  are 
looking  for  info  from  you  on  your  treat¬ 
ment  (or  non-treatment!).  Please  send  a 
description  of  what’s  happening  at  your 
joint,  even  if  you  have  just  tested  HIV 
positive  and  show  no  symptoms.  Our  legal 
help  will  NOT  be  able  to  take  on  all  cases, 
of  course,  but  he  is  looking  for  some  situa¬ 
tions  that  could  be  taken  to  court  and  have 
a  chance  of  winning.  If  you  want  to  help  us 
out  with  your  story,  please  send  it  to  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


Kinky?  Think  about  Sex  a  lot?  Fantasies  turn 
you  on?  If  so  we  have  something  in  common! 
I’m  also  interested  in  legal  rights  issues,  collec¬ 
ting  postcards,  and  correspondence  with  people 
of  all  walks  of  life.  Size,  looks  and  color  have 
no  importance.  If  you’d  like  to  get  to  know  me, 
write:  Tom  BUTLER,  389367,  Rt  2  Box  20, 
Midway  TX  75852. _ 

I’m  a  gay  published  poet/writer  in  prison.  I’d 
like  to  get  in  contact  with  poets  and  writers  on 
the  outside,  hoping  that  the  resulting  feedback 
and  communication  will  improve  the  quality  of 
my  work.  I’ll  answer  all  letters.  Vernon 
MAULSBY,  Y-4429,  Box  244,  Graterford  PA 
19426. _ 

I’m  looking  for  a  friend  in  the  Pittsburgh  area 
for  friendship.  I  love  to  write  and  you’re 
welcome  to  visit.  Please  drop  a  line.  Kevin 
ALEXANDER,  J-0695,  Box  99901 ,  Pittsburgh, 

PA  15233. _ _ 

1  he  man  of  my  dreams  would  be  tall  and  strong 
and  he  would  have  nine  fat  inches  or  more  to 
give  me  often  in  all  possible  ways.  Meanwhile 
(smile)  1  seek  a  man  for  a  very  deep  and  lasting 
relationship  to  help  carry  me  through  these  hard 
times.  Let’s  get  acquainted.  Jerome  BERRY, 
44838,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 

I’m  a  Cuban  American  looking  for  someone  to 
start  a  long  friendship  with.  It  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference  if  you’re  in  prison  or  not.  I’m  lonely 
and  want  someone  who  will  care.  Please  write 
to  TaRay  Tryllo  “MONROE”,  C-31485 
(5-141),  Box  4000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

6  inches  cut  very  thick  and  hot  hard  throbbing 
flesh  quivering  balls  large  doll  eyes  long  lashes 
no  body  hair  . . .  will  answer  all.  No  head 
games.  Send  SASE  for  reply.  Matthew 
MILLER,  198480,  Box  740,  London  OH  43140. 

If  there  are  any  feminine  sexy  gorgeous  DRAG 
QUEENS  out  there,  please  please  write  me!! 
Thanks  for  sending  your  GCN  paper  too!  Ar¬ 
thur  JACKSON,  192799,  Box  57,  Marion  OH 
43302. _ 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  who’d  like  to 
write  a  prisoner.  I’m  writing  something  on  the 
prison  system  here  in  Virginia  for  yodr  paper. 
Thanks  for  your  help.  Abraham 
TIMBERLAKE,  151839  (MBC-15),  State  Farm 
VA  23160. 


BOOK  freak  adores  a  nicely  turned  phrase. 
Whatever  you’re  into  in  your  gay/lesbian  or 
just  outre’  scheme  of  things,  if  you’re  into  it 
passionately,  share  it  with  me.  I’ll  reply 
thoughtfully.  Stamps  are  a  must,  as  I  reply 
weightily.  My  files  bulge  with  writings  and  clip¬ 
pings  on  individual  rights  and  freedom  of  the 
press  issues.  Edward  G.  EVANS,  C-41476,  PO 
Box  8101  (No. 2144),  San  Luis  Obispo  CA 
93409. _ 

Tall,  Black,  Handsome,  Well  hung  man  looking 
for  a  very  serious  relationship.  TV/TS  and  all 
Queens  that  want  a  loving  man,  please  write. 
Julius  EVANS,  453368,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. 


Quality 

printing 


9? 


DENNIS  MORRIS!  Please  contact  Sonya 
Clark.  She  doesn’t  have  your  correct  return 
address.  Sonya  Clark,  17400,  1479  Collins  Ave, 
Marysville,  OH  43040. 


Blond  hair,  blue-eyed  Scorpio  likes  rock  and 

roll,  sports,  walks  in  the  rain  and  romantic  in¬ 
dividuals.  Honest,  sincere  and  open-minded. 
Seeks  same  for  friendship.  Debbie  McHAFFIE, 
W25954,  Box  1800-D41003A,  Norco  CA  91760 


I  am  a  dyke  (butch)  seeking  lesbians  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  I  welcome  all  ages,  races,  etc.  (I 
have  a  special  ‘lust’  for  teenage  lesbians.)  I’m  a 
Virgo,  tatooed,  and  lonely.  Come  on  ladies, 
write  me.  I  have  lots  of  attention  to  share.  Judy 
WALLACE,  03431-030,  3301  Leestown  Rd, 
Lexington  KY  405 1 1 . _ 

have  been  a  lesbian  all  my  life  and  I’m  looking 

for  someone  to  write.  Here’s  my  ad:  Have  you 
ever  seen  rain  through  bars  of  steel?  Have  you 
ever  seen  life  so  close  and  so  real?  Like  this  the 
rain  you  could  not  touch,  even  though  you 
wanted  to  so  very  much;  as  much  as  tne  love 
you  need.  Please  write,  Gloria  GRIFFIN, 
328979 — 140,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024.  


FREE  TO  WOMEN  IN  PRISON! 
Womanews,  PO  Box  220,  New  York,  NY 
10014. 


My  hobbies  are  writing,  poetry,  cooking, 

designing  jewelry,  making  love,  and  traveling.  I 
like  cheerful  people,  cuddling,  making  people 
happy,  eating  good  food,  and  blues  and  rock  ’n 
roll.  I  dislike  prison,  peas,  disco,  crowds,  and 
loud  people.  I’d  like  to  be  penpals  with  some¬ 
one.  Charles  KILLINGSWORTH,  Box  97, 
124596 ,  McAlester  OK  74501 


I’m  lonely  and  goodlooking  and  enjoy  reading, 

writing,  sex,  meeting  new  people.  I  need  a  pen¬ 
pal  to  write.  Johnny  McMUNN,  139073,  Box 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 


Very  lonely  male  looking  for  ‘serious’  (meaning 

more  than  a  few  letters)  friendship  with  people 
either  inside  or  out.  I  enjoy  fantasy  letters. 
Ronald  POST,  183-812,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699.  


I‘d  like  to  be  put  on  your  penpal  list.  Also  I 

would  like  to  have  the  addresses  of  CHUR¬ 
CHES  in  Ohio  (MCCs,  Dignity,  etc).  Eddie 
FERGUSON,  159-598,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699.  


Warm,  sensitive  and  humorous  gay  Black  male 

34,  would  like  friendship  and  whatever  else 
comes.  Mark  D.  WILLIAMS,  184-469,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699.  


Black  male  body  builder  and  former  nude 
model  seeks  sexy  bottom  gay  male  or  TV-TS 
Age  no  matter.  Wish  to  snare  friendship.  Ex¬ 
plicit  letters  and  photos  get  quickest  reply.  Rick 
DuBOSE,  186-915,  Box  5500,  ChiUicothe  OH 
45601 


Looking  for  a  true  friend  where  beauty  comes 
from — the  inner  being,  not  looking  for  an  outer 
shell  beauty  only.  I’m  not  into  drugs,  am 
vegetarian,  from  Houston,  and  alone  here  in 
Oklahoma.  Please  write.  Al  WALL,  91424,  Rt 
1  Box  548,  Lexington  OK  73051. 


Black  gay  prisoner,  3 1 ,  in  the  hole  in  Cal.  would 
like  to  correspond  with  gays  on  the  street  and  in 
prison.  Emmette  MITCHELL,  C-22649 
(P-320),  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696 


Healthy  young  black  bi-male  would  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  other  bi-males  and  gays  of  all 
races  and  ages.  I  never  did  much  associating  but 
now  wish  to  start.  I  need  friends  awful  bad  and 
would  like  to  reach  those  on  the  outside.  Earl 
BATTLES,  P-7516,  Drawer  K,  S-l  R.H.U., 
Dallas  PA  18612. 


I’m  a  TV,  very  sweet,  effeminate  and  open- 
minded.  I  will  welcome  all  letters.  ‘Pamela’ 
Paul  LUSTER,  153862,  4-D-24,  1012  W.  Col- 
umbia,  Farmington  MO  63640 


I  am  a  very  loveable  person  that  would  like  to 
write  other  gay  people.  I’m  a  bi-transsexual, 
go  both  ways  or  you  can  just  call  me  a  freak 
I’m  17,  Puerto  Rican,  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  you  freaky  people  out  there.  So  please 
write.  By  the  way  they  call  me  Tanya,  but  put 
my  real  name  on  the  envelope.  Troy  RIVERA 
84B-0653,  Box  367-B  main,  Dannemora  NY 
12929 


I  am  43,  somewhat  educated,  enjoy  good  food 
books  and  music.  1  seek  to  communicate  with 
someone  sympathetic.  I  hope  there  is  someone 
who  can  understand  my  plight.  Richard 
HOCHMAN,  60953,  Lock  Bag  R,  Rahway  NJ 
07065. 


I’ve  been  gay  all  my  life  and  am  looking  for  so¬ 
meone  to  write.  It  seems  it  has  made  it  hard  for 
my  mother  to  find  someone  who’ll  write  me  in 
"prison.  Gene  CLARK,  Cell  10  E  block,  Box 
-  137,  Tillery  NC  27887. 


I 


(617)  524-6822 


s  Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  U#  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 
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f  at  524-6822 
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Allston  □  Electra  Festival  (See  other  listing)  with 
Netta  Plotsky  of  Israel  in  Life  Among  Forms  and  jolan- 
ta  Krukowska  of  Poland  in  A  Dance  About...  Double 
Edge  Theater.  S  St.  Luke’s  Rd.  8pm.  Info:  254-4228. 


9  SATURDAY  TO 
1 9  TUESDAY 


9  Saturday 


19  Tuesday  □  This  man  needs  a  few 
good  queers.  Mass.  Governor  Mike 
“the  Duke”  Dukakis  continues  to  run 
for  President,  despite  no  demonstrated 
understanding  of  safe  sex  education. 

Volunteer  to  educate  the  Duke  at  his 
State  of  the  State  address.  (Previous  plans 
to  meet  at  Campaign  Headquarters  are 
cancelled.)  Meet  at  6pm  behind  the  state  House. 
Organized  by  the  “Duke  and  AIDS”  committee  of 
MASS  ACT-OUT.  Info:  661-7737. 


Northampton  □  “Telling  our  Lesbian  Stories” 

with  Jay  Goldspinner,  lesbian  teller  of  tales,  at  the  New 
Alexandria  Library.  From  4-6pm,  oral  herstory  workshops 
on  storytelling  techniques;  6-7pm  potluck;  7-9pm,  perfor¬ 
mance  of  "We  are  Everywhere!"  by  Jay  and  others  who 
want  to  tell  stories  of  lesbian  life.  Stories  will  be  taped  for 
the  library’s  oral  herstory  collection.  Place  and  other  info: 
(413)  584-7616. 

Allston  □  “Opening  the  heart  for  people  with 
AIDS,  Arc,  their  loved  ones  and  care  givers.”  Bay  Cove 
Adolescent  Center,  1168  Comm.  Ave.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  I0am-6pm.  Suggested  donation:  $65.  To  register 
call,  864-9181. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  The  Lunch,  a  new  play  by  Michelle 
Gabow,  directed  by  Kristina  Johnson  —  a  difficult, 
humerous  and  loving  dialogue  between  a  Jewish  mother 
and  daughter  at  Eliot  Hall,  7  Eliot  St.  (Also  1/10,  15-17, 
22-24)  8pm.  Info:  522  7377. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  spon¬ 
sors  Boys'  Night  Out  at  Big-Time  Wrestling.  For  details, 
call  Joe,  926-5827  or  Lenny,  389-5635. 

Boston  □  Cindy  Sherman  exhibition  of  feminist,  post¬ 
modern  photography.  (Through  1/17.)  At  the  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston.  $3.50  general  admis¬ 
sion.  Call  for  hours  and  more  info:  266-5152. 


S  .  .- 

1  f 


Boston  □  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  Program 
free  introductory  workshop.  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege,  Rm.  312,  625  huntington  Ave.  10-noon.  To  pre- 
register  or  for  more  information  call  Priscilla  Golding  or 
Connie  Nelson  at  734-1960  x245.  (Free  workshop  also  of¬ 
fered  1/12,  6-8pm.) 

10  Sunday 

Allston  □  Electra  Festival  (see  Jan.  9)  with 
Alaknanada  Samarth  of  India  in  Kunti  and  Human 
Voice.  Double  Edge  Theater.  Info:  254-4228. 

Brookline  □  Brookiline,  Brighton,  Allston  lesbian 
potluck  dinner.  5:30  pm.  Info:  731-8579. 

Boston  □  David  Scondras  on  “Boston’s  Other 
Voice,”  WROR,  98.5  FM.  12:30am.  (Monday  morning). 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  discuss 
James  Bladwin  and  Bayard  Rustin  at  Harvard  Yard's 
Phillips  Brook  House.  l-5pm.  Refreshments  served. 

Cambridge  □  Rock  against  Sexism  disc  party  at 

ManRay,  21  Brookline  St.  6-9pm.  $2-3  donation. 

1 1  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  rap  on  "The  Women’s  Com¬ 
munity  and  What  the  Women's  Center  Means  to  Us,"  at 
eh  Women’s  Center,  .46  Pleasant.  8- 1 0pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Allston  □  Electra  Festival  workshops  (see  Jan.  9| 
with  Geddy  Aniksdal  of  Norway  and  Anna  Lica  of  Den¬ 
mark.  7-IOpm.  (Also  Jan.  12)  $60  advance  registration  re¬ 
quired.  Info:  254-4228. 

Boston  □  Annual  meeting  and  election  of  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  alliance.  Boston 
City  Hall,  Piemonte  Rm.,  5th  fl.  use  Congress  St.  en¬ 
trance.  7pm. 


1 3  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  at  the  Women  s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm  (with  childcare).  Info: 


Boston  □  NAMES  Project/New  England  Chapter 
meeting  for  people  who  want  to  help  bring  the  AIDS  quilt 
to  Boston  or  create  new  panels.  City  Hall,  Piemonte 
Room,  5th  floor.  (Use  Congress  St.  entrance)  7-9pm.  In¬ 
fo:  323-9747. 

Cambridge  □  Science  for  the  People  magazine  plan¬ 
ning  and  evaluation  meeting.  Science  for  the  People  of¬ 
fices,  897  Main  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  A  discussion  of  the  new  political  magazine 
Z  with  co-editor  Lydia  Sargent  and  a  contributing  colum¬ 
nist.  “Say  it.  Sister!”  WMBR  88.1  FM  7-8pm.  Info: 
494-8810. 

14  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

1 5  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Allston  □  Electra  Festival  of  international  experimen¬ 
tal  performance  by  women  features  Anna  Lica  of  Denmark 
in  Madame  Bovary.. .downtown  and  Geddy  Aniksdal 
of  Norway  in  The  Stars  Are  No  Nearer.  Double  Edge 
Theatre,  5  St.  Luke's  Rd.  8pm.  $12.  Performances  con¬ 
tinue  through  Jan.  24.  lnfo:254-4228. 

Cambridge  □  Running  Arts  and  Femme  Core  present 
Girls  Perform:  Women  on  Stage  with  Janice  Perry, 
a.k.a.  Gal,  an  insane  one-woman  cabaret  of  comedy, 
music,  theatre  and  satire.  The  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle 
St.  1 0pm.  $7.  (Note:  Lucille  Ball  in  a  movie  co-feature 
The  Fuller  Brush  Girl  shows  at  6  and  8pm.  $10  for 
both  Perry  and  Lucille.)  Info:  876-6837. 

Boston  □  “Barriers  to  Dialogue:  Faith  and 
Politics”  with  Judith  Beckett,  Hayat,  Chris  Laughlin, 
Cheng  Imm  Tan  and  Pamela  Wax.  Sponsored  by 
Women's  Theological  Center  and  Women  of  Colors 
Unified.  250  Stuart  St.  7pm. 


Boston  □  Financial  Risk-Reduction  workshop 

sponsored  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  661  Boylston 
St.  7pm.  $10.  Info:  437-6200. 

Boston  □  City  of  Boston  tribute  to  Martin  Luther 
King  and  the  350th  year  of  Black  presence  in  Boston. 
Boston  Park  Plaza  Imperial  Ballroom  with  guest  ap¬ 
pearance  by  Donna  Summer.  Performances  by  Cab 
Calloway  and  Co.  with  Chris  Calloway  and  The  Rhythm 
Queens.  8:30- 1 0:30pm.  $25.  Info:  427-4741. 

Boston  □  “AIDS  and  Psychotherapy:  Clinical  Dilem¬ 
mas  for  gay  therapists  and  gay  clients”  with  Steve 
Cadwell.  Sponsored  by  AIDS  Action  for  all  mental  health 
professionals,  74  Fenwood  Rd.  7-8: 30pm.  Info:  Jay, 
735-4613  days. 

1 6  Saturday 

Boston  □  “Coping  with  the  Concerns  and  Pro¬ 
blems  of  Older  Gay  Men.”  Monthly  meeting  of  Prime 
Timers,  Revere  Rm.  Lindemann  Health  Ctr.,  25  Staniford 
St.  All  older  gay  men  invited.  2-4pm.  Info:  write  Box  352, 
Reading.  MA  01867. 

Northampton  □  Shelix,  lesbian  S/M  support 
group  discussion  of  "Physical  and  Sexual  Safety  in  Lesbian 
S/M.”  A  presentation  by  Bet  Power.  New  women 
welcome.  Call  (413)  584-7616  for  location  or  send  SASE 
to  Shelix,  Box  416,  Florence  Station,  Northampton,  MA 
01060. 

1 9  T uesday 

Boston  □  Confront  the  Duke  at  the  State  House! 

Due  to  the  State  of  the  State  Address,  the  Action  original¬ 
ly  planned  for  4:45pm  at  43  Chauncy  St.  (Duke's  Prez 
Campaign  H.Q.)  will  now  be  held  at  the  State  House. 
Meet  behind  the  State  House  at  6:00pm.  Organized  by  the 
"Duke  and  AIDS"  Committee  of  MASS  ACT  OUT.  Info: 
661-7737. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
STEPHANIE  POGGI 


15  Friday  □  Janice  Perry,  a.k.a.  Gal. 


354-8807. 
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Richard  Sobol 


Photographs  by  Cindy  Sherman.  At  the  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston  St.  Through 
january  17. 

By  Ann  Steuernagel 

A  stunning  survey  exhibit  of  the  work 
of  artist/photographer  Cindy  Sher¬ 
man  reveals,  examines  and  pokes  fun 
at  the  images  of  women  presented  by 
popular  culture.  From  the  late  ’70s  to  the 
present,  Sherman’s  art  has  progressed  from 
the  seemingly  tame  and  vaguely  familiar  to 
the  bizarre  and  disgusting. 

Her  early  black  and  white  movie  stills  pre¬ 
sent  sultry  poses  that  look  like  scenes  from 
’50s  and  ’60s  films  — 
ft  from  sultry  Kim 

1-  Novak  poses  to  Mary 


Ml 

V  ;  .ysis/i*  Tyler  Moores.  White 
pearls,  bouffant  hair-dos  and  melodramatic 
glares  at  someone  beyond  the  frame.  I 
found  myself  recalling  the  films  from  which 
these  photos  had  been  taken  —  Hitchcock’s 
The  Birds,  Goddard’s  One  or  Two  Things  1 
Know  About  Her.  But  no,  all  the  women  are 
Cindy  Sherman;  all  her  photos  are  of  herself 
—  from  the  housewife  with  support  hose 
and  apron  to  the  sex  goddess  with  her  arch¬ 
ed  back  and  lace  panties.  A  smirk  becomes  a 
pout  —  trade  the  black  bra  for  a  head  band 
and  she’s  an  adolescent  girl  in  a  Truffaut 
film .  Cindy  is  not  only  the  artist  and  subject , 
but  also  the  lighting  tech  and  make-up  ar¬ 
tist. 

Sherman’s  enormous  color  photo  shots 
(2’x  4’),  beginning  in  1981,  take  us  away 
from  the  movies  to  women  trapped,  con¬ 
strained  within  the  box/boundary  of  the 
frame.  The  subject  as  well  as  the  viewer  is 
well  aware  of  these  tight  spaces  —  a  girlish 
Cindy  in  gingham  dress  crouches  on  the 
floor,  her  head  bumping  the  upper  part  of 
the  frame  like  an  Alice  in  Wonderland. 
She’s  too  big  for  the  space  she  occupies,  but 
the  only  means  of  escape  is  to  shrink.  All 
these  giants  in  boxes  wear  fearful,  forlorn 
expressions.  Some  are  more  androgynous 
than  others,  all  contemplate  their  confine¬ 
ment. 

A  series  that  follows  consists  of  fashion 
photos  or  costume  dramas  —  an  array  of 
personalities  more  like  figures  at  a  costume 
ball  than  their  movie  still  predecessors. 


hindsights 


To  all  the  Shermans 

Cindy  Sherman ’s  photos  /art  of  herself  take  a  long  look  at 
the  surface  and  underside  of  women ’s  roles 


These  prepare  the  viewer  for  the  more 
disturbing  late  show  fantasy  creatures  where 
traces  of  violence  mark  the  face  of  a  skin- 
diver  washed  up  on  the  beach,  the  pig-nosed 
woman  face  down  in  the  dirt  or  the  genie 
with  his/her  wooden  smile  and  breasts.  As 
Sherman  says  in  the  Heroic  Figure  exhibi¬ 
tion  catalogue,  “[N]ow  trying  to  overcome 
the  natural  desire  to  hide  truly  hideous  ex¬ 
amples,  I  learn  to  completely  objectify  the 
possibilities  of  what  one’s  body  can  do  or 
look  like.” 

The  most  disturbing  and  humorous  of  the 
large  color  photos  are  those  Sherman  pro¬ 
duced  most  recently.  They  offer  only  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  human  image.  Pop-tarts,  ho- 
hos  and  vomit  on  the  beach  draw  those  who 
aren’t  repelled  to  the  distressed  reflection  of 
a  woman  seen  in  a  pair  of  sunglasses.  In 
another,  suggestive  of  the  results  of  nuclear 
war,  a  business  suit,  computer  and  compact 
adorn  the  ashes  of  what  one  supposes  was 
once  a  successful  yuppie. 

Sherman  may  seem  to  be  merely  calling 
our  attention  to  the  absurd  costumes,  the 
melodrama  and  fantasy  made  spectacular 
through  her  use  of  color,  lighting  and  props. 
But  beyond  this  fascination  with  personas 
comes  the  suggestion  that  all  images  of 
women  are  cliches.  Cindy  can  be  —  she  is  — 
all  of  these  people.  Anyone  could  be  any 
persona  with  the  proper  lighting  and  make¬ 
up  —  the  persona  is,  in  the  end,  just  that.  As 
Lisa  Phillips  notes  in  an  article  in  the  current" 
Sherman  catalogue,  “By  using  herself  as  a 
model  to  replicate  other  models,  she  takes 
control  of  her  own  image  in  active  revolt 
against  the  roles  she  is  expected  to  play.” 
Sherman’s  strange  and  often  horrifying 
types  strike  back  at  the  norms  of 
womanhood,  of  beauty. 

With  just  a  week  left  at  the  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art,  feminists  interested  in 
current  art  and  anyone  interested  in  the 
power  of  popular  culture  should  run  down 
and  get  a  look  at  Cindy  Sherman  —  whoever 
she  is. 


Untitled  Film  Still  No.  7,  1978,  black  and  white  photograph 
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Zip 


Special  low  rates: 
□  I  year  $20 
(reg.  $33) 


Gift  card  to  read: 

□  6  months  $  1 0  _ 

(reg.  $20)  - 


$25  for  the  first  full-year  subscription  for  yourself  or  a  friend  — 
that’s  25%  off  the  regular  rate  and  50%  off  the  cover  price... 

$20  for  each  additional  full-year  gift  or... 

$10  for  each  additional  half-year  gift.. 

That’s  40%  off  the  regular  rate 
and  a  whopping  60%  off  the  cover  price! 


gift  subscription  to: 


ss 


City 


State 


Zip 


Special  low  rates: 
□  I  year  $20 
(reg.  $33) 


Gift  card  to  read: 

□  6  months  $10  _ 

(reg.  $20)  - 


S 


My  name  is _ 

City _ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  U.S.A.  Add  50%  for 
foreign,  including  Canada.  GCN  is  produced  by 
the  non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation.  All  contributions  to 
GCN  are  tax-deductible. 


gift  subscriptions. 

Special  holiday  rates  end  January  31,  1988 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


_ Address  _ 

_ State _ Zip _ 

subscription  for  a  gay  or  lesbian  prisoner.  $ 

_ for 


Se£b  gift  subscription  to: 


Adlffiss 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Special  low  rates: 
□  I  year  $20 
(reg.  $33) 


Gift  card  to  read: 

□  6  months  $  1 0  _ 

(reg.  $20)  - 


